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OBEDIENCE REWARDED, 
or | 


PREJUDICE CONQUERED, _ 


Sc. oc, 


CHAP. I. 


Arn a n village in Hampſhire 
reſided Mrs. Latecys, the widow 

of an officer in the guards; who, with 
the moderate fortune of five hundred a 
year, contrived to perform more acts of 
real benevolence than is uſually practiſed 
by thoſe who are poſſeſſed of as many 
B thouſands. 


_— 
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J | 
thouſands.—Her family conſiſted of one 
boy and two girls; but the expence at- 


tending the education of the former, was 


defrayed by her brother, Admiral Mor- 
timer; whilſt the whole of her timie was 


devoted to the improvement of the 


latter. 


\ 


— > 
LOO TEES 


The ſummer vacation had nearly 
elapſed when Admiral Mortimer arrived 


at Mrs. Laſcells's, with a view of con- 


ſulting her upon his plans for her ſon's 


future eſtabliſhment. . He was in every 
reſpect a ſailor ; and the higheſt felicity 


he expected to enjoy, was that of one 


day ſeeing his neptew captain of a man 
of war. 


„ 


Mrs. Laſcells, who knew how ardent- 


ly her brother engaged in every favourite 
purſuit, had frequently been vexed at 
obſerving in her ſon a diſlike to that ele- 
ment of which his uncle was ſo fond, 
and therefore, on the morning after his 
arrival, ſhe addreſſed Mortimer in the 


following words: 


My dear boy, — As I no longer con- 
„ ſider you in the light of a child, I 
think it neceſſary to inform you that 
« your uncle is now appointed to the 
« command of a fleet, and is anxious 
& to. take you under his protection, as 
« jt is the line of life which, of all 
* others, he withes you to purſue ; but 
as. neither of us mean to force your 

1 2 * inclina» 


f 
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cc inclination, beg to know whether 


* our deſire accords with your approba- 


<c tion- 


Mortimer was ſilent; and his mother 
thought ſhe perceived traces of emotion 
pictured in his expreſſive countenance. 
My beloved boy, ſaid Mrs. Laſcells, 
you have on all occaſions been taught 


to conſider me in the light of an affec- 


tionate friend, and to treat me with the 


confidence that character inſpires; and 


I hope, in an affair of ſuch great import- 
ance as your future eſtabliſhment, you 


will not deviate from a practice that has 
afforded me ſo much ſatisfaction. 


Mortimer at firſt heſitated, but, af- 
ſuming courage, ſaid, I am ſure, mam- - 
ma, 


CE SF 
ma, I ſhould wiſh to do whatever you 
and my uncle thought right; yet 1 
would rather have been a ſoldier than a 
ſailor. | 


And what is your reaſon, my love, re- 
plied Mrs. Laſcells, for preferring the 
one profeſſion to the other? Before you 
make an election, it will be neceſlary for 
you to recollect that, as a ſoldier, you 
would only have the trifling pay of a 
ſubaltern to ſupport you, without in- 
tereſt or friends to puſh you forward; 
but, as a ſailor, you would not only en- 
joy the advantage of your uncle's pro- 
tection, but would be advanced by bis 
power, However, if your objections are 
founded upon reaſon, you may depend 

e B 3 upon 
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EVP 
upon my endeavours to induce my bro- 
ther to relinquiſh his favourite project ; 
for whilſt I am attending to my childrens 
intereſt, I ſhall always conſult their hap- 


pineſs. 


It was ſome time before Mortimer 
Luaſceils could be prevailed upon to diſ- 
cloſe his reaſons for objeCting to a ſea- 
faring life; and his mother was ex- 
tremely aſtoniſhed at. hearing that they 
all centered in his antipathy to the water, 
Conſcious that her brother's diſpoſition 
was rather inclined to be haſty, ſhe re- 
ſolved not to make him acquainted with 
her ſon's prejudice until ſhe had endea- 
voured to eradicate. it; and knowing 
him to bz a lad of emulation, ſhe 
5 11 thought + 


. 
thought more might be done by calling 
it forth, than by any appeal to his reaſon 


or feelings. 


Accordingly ſhe defired him to leave 
her for the preſent, as ſhe had letters of 
importance to write, and go to his ſiſters ; _ 
who were amuſing themſelves in their 


httle gardens. 


Caroline Laſcells was one year older 
than her brother, and Matilda four 
younger : ſhe was the delight of the 
family, and, however extraordinary it 
may appear, was not at all injured by 
that circumſtance. 


B 4 
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As their brother approached, each 
exclaimed, What is the matter, Mor- 
timer? for he looked extremely ſorrow- 
ful: and when they heard there was a 
probability of his going to ſea, both of 
them burſt into tears; which Mortimer 
kiſſed away, and then pretended a ſtone 
had got into his ſhoe, that he might 
ſtoop down to hide his own emotion, 


William, a lad who had lived two 
years ſervant with Mrs. Laſcells, at this 
moment approached with a young gold- 
finch in his hand, which he had juſt reſ- 
cued from the paws of a cat ; and the 
ruffled feathers, and palpitating heart of 
the poor trembling little creature, not 
only called forth their compaſſion, but 
_ diverted 


(V3 


diverted their minds ; and the ocean 


andꝭits terrors were all forgotten. One 
ran for a cage, another for ſome bird- 
ſeed, and a third for water; and in leſs 
than half an hour Dicky had forgotten 
his danger, and began to chirp forth 


notes of gratitude. 


Admiral Mortimer, though rather 
rough in his manner, poſſeſſed the moſt | 
refined and delicate feelings; and was 
ſo delighted with William for baving 
ſaved the lictle creature? 8 life, that he not 
only preſented him with half a crown, 
but gave him a cordial ſhake of the 
hand as he delivered it: and, going up 
to the children, gave each the ſame ſum 
to buy i it food, promiſing to take a ride 

B5 to 


„ 
to Wincheſter in the evening, and pur- 
chaſe the ame * that could be 


procured. 


CHAP. II. 75 


WHEN the Admiral had mounted 


his horſe to fulfil his engagement with 


his nephew and nieces, they aſked their 
mamma to accompany them in a walk f 


to Dame Johnſon's: a poor old cottager 


whom Mrs. Laſcells' 8 benevolence al- 


moſt ſupported. In theſe excurſions 
Mrs. Laſcells uſuplly amuſed them, by 
relating 


» 


G 
relating ſome fact out of hiſtory, or ex- 
patiating upon the amiable traits in ſome 
great character, and holding them up 
for their imitation. But this evening 
ſhe was particularly ſilent, until little 
Matilda ſaid, Mamma, have you nothing 
pretty to tell us to-night? What book 


were you reading juſt before you came 


out? 


I was reading a deſcription of Ruſſia, 
my love; replied Mrs. Laſcells, and of 
the different men who have governed 
that mighty empire, which now makes 


inroads upon great part of Europe. 


Is Ruſſia as hot as the Eaſt Indies, 
mamma? ſaid Matilda,—lIt is well you 


E 6 have 


_ . 
have not begun geography, Matilda, r re- 
plied Mrs. Laſcells, or I ſhould have 
been quite ſhocked at the queſtion, for 
it happens to be one of the coldeſt 


countries on the globe. Indeed the ſe- 
verity of the climate is ſo great, that the 
breath often freezes as it iſſues from the 
mouth; and the peaſantry, who all wear 
long | beards, are frequently ſeen with 

icicles ſuſpended from their chins. The 
meat continues frozen for months toge- 
ther; but when ſoaked in cold water, or 
rabbed with ſnow, 1 is as good and juicy 
AS if it was juſt killed, 


Oh mamma exclaimed Matilda, 
what a ſhocking place Ruſſia muſt be ! 
I would not live there for all the world, 

for 


— 
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„ 
for I ſhould never know what it was to 
be warm. 

You need never know what it was to 
be cold, Matilda, replied Mrs. Laſcells, 
unleſs you choſe to go out, as the rooms 
are infinitely hotter than ours; for they 
have no fire-places to admit the cold air, 
but heat them by the means of flues, 
which are conducted round them: and 
the nobility and gentry of the country 
are ſo completely defended from the 
cold, by the uſe of furs, that you'd ſee 
them driving up the Neva in their ſledges 
with as much ſpirit as our people of 
faſhion do in Hyde Park. But if you 
want a deſcription of Rutha, you muſt 
apply to your uncle, who reſided there 
ds. ſome 


F 


1 
ſome years, though he will deſcant upon 
the qualities of their emperor, whom 
they ſtyled Peter the Great, with a pro- 
lixity that may perhaps tire you. 


Oh, mamma, ſaid Mortimer, pray tell 


us what you know about him, for fear 


we ſhould lorget to aſk my uncle. 


In the ſhort ſketch which I ſhall give 
you of Peter the Great, you will per- 
ceive, my dear, ſaid Mrs. Laſcells, the 
poſſibility of ſubduing the ſtrongeſt pre- 


judices; and I hope you will endeavour 


to imitate ſo praiſeworthy an exertion. 


He was ſon to the emperor Alexis, by 
a ſecond marriage; and was only four 
years of age at the death of his father. 

Þ | His 


„ - 


His eldeſt brother, Theodore, who was 
\ acknowledged ſucceſſor to the throne, 
was a prince of a very weakly conſtitu- 
tion, but of great mental abilities; and, 
after a ſhort reign, perceiving his end ap- 
proaching, he decreed that his brothers 
John and Peter ſhould Jointly poſſeſs 
the empire: for in the former were 
blended bodily infirmities, and great 

incapacity but the latter gave teſti- | 
mony, in his earlieſt childhood, of he 
tranſcendency of his abilities, notwith- 
ſtanding the diſadvantages of his educa- 


tion. 


Vet his antipathy and dread of water 
were 10 violent, that he was abſolutely 
thrown into convulſions at being obliged 
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to croſs a brook: but as his judgment 
ripened, he was ſenfible of the weakneſs 


he had unfortunately indulged, and re- 
ſolved to conquer it. Going therefore to 
the ſide of a river, which he knew was 
not very deep, he boldly jumped in, and 
remained there ſome time : and this he 
did frequently, until he had entirely 


conquered his averſion to that element, 


At this part of the ſtory Mortimer's 
cheeks were covered with the bluſh of 
ſhame ; which Mrs. Laſcells avoided 


noticing, but continued her narrative.— 


I am ſure, if you applaud his courage, 
you will admire his perſeverance and 
application for he was ſhocked at the 
ignorance in which his ſiſter, the Prin- 


ceſs 


C1 
ceſs Sophia, an artful intriguing woman, 
had him educated in; and not only de- 
voted his time to acquiring the langua- 
ges of different nations, but turned: his 
attention to the moſt minute affairs in 
the empire, — Until his reign the Ruſ- 
ſians were fo ignorant of the advantages 
that are to be obtained. by naval power, 
that they knew not how to conſtruc the 
ſmalleſt veſſels. — However, after Peter 
had diſciplined his army, and put his 
empire into a ſtate of tranquillity, by 
ſubduing its diſturbers, he reſolved to 
travel, incognito, to Rome, through: 
Denmark, Holland, Vienna, and Ve- 
nice, and make ſuch obſervations upon 
the manners and cuſtoms of thoſe: dif- 
ferent nations, as might be ſerviceable 
in 


„ 
in the improvement of his own: but 
his chief object was to obtain a complete 
knowledge of ſhip- building; and, for 
this purpoſe, when he arrived at Amſter- 
dam, he diſguiſed himſelf in a Dutch- 
man's habit; and going to the village of 
Sardam, he purchaſed a boat, for which 
he made a maſt, and then worked in 
the dock- yard, as a common carpenter, | 
until he was a perfect adept in every 
branch of the trade, Diſturbances at 
home compelled him to return ſooner 
than he wiſhed ; but when thoſe were 
quelled, he ſet out for England, and 
adopted the ſame mode of conduct at- 
Deptford that he had practiſed at Sar- 
dam ; and worked in the dock-yard 
there for ſeveral months. 


Well, 


( 19 ) 

Well, mamma, ſaid Caroline, but 
only think of an emperor condeſcending 
to work with ſuch people as carpenters ! 
do you think that was right ? 


Perfectly ſo, my love, replied Mrs. 
Laſcells ; for-as his motive for doing it 
was the improvement of his country, 
I honour him for his condeſcenſion: 
and it was through his exertions that 
the Ruſſian navy is LINES inferior to our 


OWN, - 


By this time the party had reached 
Dame Johnſon's ;- and, pulling the latch 
of the door very gently, they all entered 
the cottage without her perceiving them. 


The 
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The poor old worman's back was to 
the door; and ſhe was buſily employed 
in covering a little baſket with green 


leaves. 


Well, Dame, ſaid Mrs. Laſcells, in 
the ſofteſt tone imaginable, and how do 
you find yourſelf to-night ? 


Ah, my dear lady, replied the grate- 
ful creature, turning round and drops. 
ping one of her beſt courteſies, I am 
always well when I fee you; but I have 
not been quite right to-day, for I have 
had a mortal bad pain in my fide. Then, 
addreſſing herſelf to the children, ne 
preſented the little baſket that contained 
ſome cherries, which ſhe was juſt going 

9 


„ 

to ſend by her grand- daughter. Mrs. 
Laſcells at firſt begged ſhe would keep 
them herſelf; but perceiving ſhe looked 
mortified at having her preſent refuſed, 
defired the children to accept it; and, 
after fitting a little time to reſt, took her 
leave, promiſing to fend the poor wo- 


man ſomething for the pain in her ſide. 


CHAP. III. 


AS they quitted the cottage- door, 
| they were overtaken by a party of beg- 
gars, who rather demanded than aſked 

for 


( 22 ) 
for charity; and upon Mrs. Laſcells 
refuſing to beſtow it, they all ſer up a 
moſt violent ſhout, and began uſing the 


moſt ſcurrilous expreſſions, 


Oh pray, dear mamma, ſaid Matilda, 

do let me run after them, and give them 
the half- crown which my uncle gave me 
this morning; for though they are fo 
impertinent, I dare ſay they are in great 
diſtreſs; for only look how ragged they 
are! and there is a poor little girl wich- 
out ſhoes and ſtockings. | 


. 


You muſt keep your half. crown, my 
dear Matilda, replied Mrs. Laſcells, for 
a better purpoſe than that of miniſter- 
ing to vice; for though I with to inſpire 


you 


( 63 IF; 

you with the ſpirit of charity, yet I would 
not have you indulge it in oppoſition to 
your reaſon, and in defiance of common 
ſenſe. Thoſe unhappy beings who have 
Juſt paſſed us, certainly do not come 
under the deſcription of objects of cha- 
rity ; for they are too idle to work, 
and too impudent to ſolicit ; and there- 
fore, I apprehend, they exiſt upon the 
plunder of their fellow-creatures ; for 
no one would be inclined to diſpoſe of 
their money when it is demanded inſtead 
of begged. There are ſo many poor in 
our own pariſh, whom we know to be 
deſerving of aſſiſtance, that it is wrong 
to rob them of our ſupport, and beftow 
it upon thoſe who may be far leſs wor- 
thy of it; yet the poor in our country 

are 


( 24 ) 


are in an enviable ſituation compared 


with that of many others; and even in 


—— — —— — — 34 „ od _ a Ys N 


Wales they are in a much more pitiable 
ſtate than they are with us. Mr. Pratt, 
in his Gleanings, deſcribes the miſery, 
yet the contentment which he found in 
a peaſant's family at Barmouth, in North 
Wales. 5 5 
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Can you tell us about it, mamma? 
| ' ſaid Caroline; for I do not recolle& his 
4 mentioning any thing of the kind, 
f though I read a good deal of the work. 


The circumſtance made a ſtrong im- 


preſſion upon my mind, replied Mrs. 
, -Laſcells, becauſe it proved that happi- 
neſs is much leſs dependent upon out- 
2 | ward 


1 


ward circumſtances than the generality 


of people are willing to allow. He tells 


us that the houſe, if ſuch it might be 


called, conſiſted but of one room, built 
in the form of a barn; and as much 
light iſſued in from the large holes in 
the thatch as from the window. The 


induſtrious inhabitants of this wretched 
dwelling conſiſted of a father, mother, 
and twelve children: the former of 


whom was employed in mending his 


fiſhing-nets; and his wife ſhaving the 
maſter of a Intle public-houſe, whilſt 


| ſome of the children were weaving, 


* 


others ſpinning; and, in ſhort, all bur 


the infant in the cradle were occupied 
in ſome uſeful manner; and the utmoſt 


( 26 W 
cheerfulneſs WY hilarity prevailed 
amongſt the whole party. 


But ſurely, mamma, ſaid Caroline, as 
they were all ſo notable, they might have 


built themſelves a better houſe, and not 


all have huddled together in one room. 


Aber my [done Caroline, is eſti⸗ 


mated at ſo low a value in that country, 


that the utmoſt. advantage they could 


derive from their induſtry, was to pro- 


cure food for their daily ſupport; for 


you muſt recolle& how numerous they 


were. — Here they were overtaken. by 


Admiral Mortimer, who informed the 


young folks he had purchaſed the fineſt 
cage Wincheſter could produce, for their 
= T4 „ 
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new favourite; and then, turning to 
his nephew, he clapped him on the 
ſhoulder, and - demanded whether he 
was ready to climb a top-maſt, or whe⸗- 
ther he was reſolved to become +. ills | 
ſop, and remain tied to his mother's | 


apron- ſtring. 


Mortimer replied, that he was not 
only ready to learn to climb the top- maſt, 
but to go with him to any part of the 
world he thought proper. 


That's bravely ſaid, my heart of oak, 
replied the Admiral, giving him a hearty 
ſhake by the hand; and then, turning 
to his ſiſter, he exclaimed, Come now, 
don't you. begin whining, and make a 

"C2 * £4 
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fool of the boy; for I believe I ſhould 
have broke my heart if he had not gone 
with me, for J love the dog as well as 


if he was my own; and if I live, I'll. 
make a man of him; and if I die, every 


ſixpence I have ſhall be his own, except 
a trifle to you and theſe little dears. 


— 


Altho' Mrs. Laſcells was delighted at 


\ 


finding her ſon's breaſt had been fired 


with emulation by the deſcription ſhe | 


had given of the emperor of | Ruſſia's 
conduct, yet the idea of ſo long a ſepa- 


ration as ſhe knew muſt be inevitable, 
was very painful ; and ſhe retired to her 
apartment to conceal the violence of her 
emotion. | 


* 


When 


| =_ | 
When the family aſſembled in the 
breakfaſt-patlour the next morning, Ad- 
miral Mortimer was nowhere to be 
found ; and, upon enquiring of his ſer- 
vant, Mrs, Laſſells underſtood that he had 
mounted his horſe by fix o'clock in the 
morning, without ſaying where he was 
going. Whilſt they were ina ſtate of con- 


jecture as to the motive of his excurſion, 


they perceived him approach, walking his 
horſe and talking to two or three plain- 
looking men. In a few. moments he 
opened the door, and calling Mortimer 
out of the room, preſented him to the 
people who attended him. One was a 
taylor, another a ſhoemaker, and the Is 
third a hatter, who had brought two'or _ 
three different ſizes with hm; and when 


JJ oo. 
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he returned into the parlour to his ſiſ- 


ters, he looked fo fierce they hardly 
knew him. One admired the uniform, 
the other the cockade; and in ſhort he 
looked at himſelf in the glaſs until 
he "fancied he was one of the fineſt 


fellows in his majeſty's ſervice. But 
what delighted him moſt was, an elegant 
gold watch which his uncle purchaſed. 


for him at Waden 


When breakfaſt - was ended, the little 


| girls went to feed their birds, the Ad. | 


miral to look at bis horſe, and Mortimer. 


and his mamma were left together. 


Perceiving they were nt Mrs. 


Laſcells Jaid, = dear boy, it is not poſ- 
ſible 


* 


.} 
ſible for me to expreſs the ſatisfaction I 
experienced at finding your reſolution 
had conquered your preju lice. It is 
very natural for me to wiſh to ſee you 
eſtabliſhed in that mode of life moſt | 
likely to be advantageous ; but- if, after 
having made one voyage with your 
uncle, you ſhould feel a repugnance to 
his profeſſion, you ſhall not only be left 
at liberty to follow your own inclination, 
but may depend upon it, that my bro? 
ther will; uſe his endeavours to promote 
your intereſt in whatever way of life 
you may make choice of; for your be- 
haviour has been ſo praiſeworthy, that 
it has increaſed my affection, and aug- 
mented my tenderneſs; and whilſt I love , 


you for endeavouring to conquer a 
Ci: - childiſh 
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| (| 48. 7) 
childiſh diſguſt, I admire the motive 
that infpired it; for I am ſure your re- 
ſolution proceeded .from a deſire of ful- 
filling. my wiſhes. 


*** 
EEEEELIEEED 


fhould be the ſtudy of his life to pro- 


mote her happineſs; and, after em- 


bracing her with the moſt filial affection, 
was going to fetch a book to read, * 
when he was alarmed by a moſt violent 
ſhriek from Matilda. Mrs. Laſcelts. 
flew to diſcover the cauſe, when ſhe , 
was met by the child, breathleſs with 
terror, and ſcreaming out, a pider! A 
{pider } 22 | 


Mrs. Laſcells took the inſect from 
ber ſhoulders, and placed it carefully 
| vpon 


( 8-7 


upon the branch of a roſe tree near + 
which they ſtood, and, taking Matilda 


by the hand, aſked what could have 
induced her to utter ſuch Nn 


cries. 


Oh ! mamma, replied the child, be- 
cauſe J am ſo dreadfully'frightened at 
a ſpider. , 


And why are you Fe at it ? 
faid Mrs. Laſcells. Is there. any thing | 
very terrific in its appearance? did you 
not perceive that I touched it, and was 


not hurt? 


Les, mamma, replied Matilda; but 
Miſs Harcourt ſays they are · dreadful 
55 | things ; 


E 
Ang! and ſhe always ſcreams if he 
but ſees one. But, my dear Emrohne;”- 
continued Mrs. Laſcells, I would have 


you judge for yourſelf; and not be biaſſed 


by the prejudices of a weak little girl 


like Miſs Harcourt. Take up the ſpi- 
der, and place it upon your arm, and 
you will be convinced it is perfectiy 

harmleſs. — There is not any thing ſo 
troubleſome, or ſo fooliſh, as thoſe little | 
prejudices which many people indulge 
to their own diſcomfort, and the tor- 


ment of their connexions. One young 


lady dare not amuſe herſelf with a walk, 


for fear of meeting a cow; another is 
withheld from croſſing the moſt beau- 


tiful meadow, from the apprehenſion 


of being annoyed by a frog; and a 


lat - 


1 
third is thrown into hyſterics by the 


barking of a dog, which, the timid crea- 
ture chuſes to fancy, has the appearance 
of being mad. In ſhort, it is not poſ- 
ſible to deſcribe the catalogue of diſtreſ- 
ſes which theſe affected miſſes are heaping 
on themſelves, from the mere want of a 
little reſolution; but life, my dear child, 
is ſo full of real evils, that we need not 
create imaginary ones; and therefore, 1 
hope you will follow the example your 
brother has ſet you, and conquer your 
prejudice againſt ſpiders, as he has 


done his to water. 


6 CHAP. 


t 


CHAP. IV. 


JUST as Mrs. Laſcells was pointing 
out to her daughter the folly of in- 
dulging prejudices, the poſt-man arrived 
and delivered two letters; the one ad- 
dreſſed to Admiral Mortimer, and the 
other to Mrs. Laſcells; the former con- 
tained an order for him to join his ſhip 
as ſoon as poſſible; and the latter was 
from Lady Burnaby, requeſting Caro- 
line's company on the following — 
0 paſs a month at hs ls 
Admiral Mortimer had expected the 
fummons, and had therefore ſet out for 
Wincheſter 


16 


Wincheſter as ſoon as he obtained his 


nephew's conſent to accompany him, 
or the purpoſe of having his things 
completed with the utmoſt diſpatch; 
and on the evening of that day, his 
jacket and trowſers arrived from the 


taylor's. 


No child could be more delighted at 


dreſſing her new doll than he was in aſ- 
fiſting his nephew to new-rig, as he 
termed it; and when he was completely 
equipped, he turned him round- and 
round more than a dozen times, ex- 
claiming, that he was as tight a built 
fellow as any in his majeſty's ſervice, and 
that he'd be bound to ſay, as ſound bot- 
tomed too. Then, clapping him on the 


back, 
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back, he put a purſe with ten guineas 
into his hands, defiring he would 
give his ſiſters ſomething to remember 
him by: — tho” for the matter of that, 
continued he, I don't belicve the pretty 


creatures would forget you. 


Mortimer looked at the purſe, and 
then at the Admiral alternately, as if 
doubting the poſſibility of its belonging ö 
to him: and, addreſſing himſelf to his 


uncle, ſaid, Surely, Sir, you do not mean 


all this for me ? 


Yes I do, my honeſt fellow, replied 
the Admiral ; for I muſt have you 
know how to uſe money; and I have 
no fears that you will abuſe it? go 

"Js along, 


( 9 7 
along, and ſhow yourſelf to your 


mother. 


When Mrs. Laſcells beheld the exul- 
tation that appeared in his countenance 
as he preſented himſelf before her, ſhe 
was fearful of checking it by an in- 
dulgence of her tendernels but the 
idea of the diſtance that would ſoon di- 
vide them, forced itſelf upon her ima» 
gination, and overpowered her feelings ; 
and, preſſing him to her boſom, ſhe de- 
fired him to look for his ſiſters, as they 
would. be delighted at his appearance. 


Mortimer ſaid not a word to his ſiſters 


about his uncle's liberality, as he inten» 


ded to furprize them wath his preſent ; 
and 


: 
— — — 
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Ajwp 
and by fix o'clock the next morning, 
the Admiral and himſelf both ſet off for 
Wincheſter, under pretence of ſeeing 
whether his cot and all his things were 
ready; but in fact to purchaſe the in- 

tended preſents. 


— 


After turning over half the things in 
the jeweller's ſhop, he reſolved to buy 
Caroline a gold locket, and to put ſome | 

of his hair into it; and Matilda a very 
large wax-doll ; but what to preſent his 


mamma with, was a matter he could 
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not determine, until his uncle informed 
him he perceived her pocket-book was 

grown very ſhabby, and thought a new 
one would be very acceptable. 


William 


( 41 ) 

William and the two maids were alfo 
to receive ſome mark of his eſteem ; and 
Dame Johnſon was not to be forgotten. 
For the former, he hought a handſome 
India ſilk handkerchief; for the maids, fix 
yards of broad ribbon and an apron each; 
and for Dame Johnſon, a nice thick co- 
loured ſhawl, to keep . her poor old 
ſhoulders warm when the cold weather 
arrived, 


All theſe articles were put into the 
carriage ; and Mortimer was indulging 
ſure he was going beſtow, when they 
were all diſperſed by his uncle's ſaying, 
Well, my heart of oak, to-morrow 
morning by this time we ſhall be a 
good 
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good many miles on our road to Lon- 
don. 


To- morrow, uncle? ſaid Mortimer, 
in a faltering tone of voice. 


— 


Yes, my honeſt fellow, replied the 


3 r * — — — 


Admiral; but you muſt not ſay a word 
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about it at home for your life, for I mean 


to make an undiſcovered retreat,— Sir! 
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ſaid Mortimer. — Why you muſt know 
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(he continued) I have a bit of the wo- 
man about me, notwithſtanding 1 often 


appear a rough ſort of a fellow: and I'd 


{ſooner face the mouth of a cannon than 
cock up my jib to take a parting kiſs of 
thoſe who are dear to me; and therefore I 


always ſheer off unexpectedly. Now 


your 


— 


( 43 ) 
your mother thinks we are not to go 
until Thurſday; ſo we ſhall have no 
ſtreaming eyes and ſorrowful looks to 
encounter! and I know you'll be ſtout- 
hearted, and not betray my ſecret. | 


Mortimer promiſed a compliance with 
his uncle's wiſhes; but the thoughts of 


a ſeparation ſo much ſooner than he 
expected, caſt a dejection over his coun- 
tenance that made the Admiral quite 
unhappy; and he was ſorry he had 
made him acquainted with his intention; 
but, by way of raiſing his ſpirits, he pro- 
miſed to return into Hampſhire if the 
flect remained any time at Sheerneſs. 
This kind propoſal had the deſired ef- 


fect; and before they reached home, 
Mortimer 
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Mortimer had recovered his uſual Sh 
fulneſs. | | 


The preſents were received with the 
moſt grateful delight, and the day . 
off with great cheerfulneſs 8. 


But when bed - time arrived, and poor 
Mortimer was to take leave of his 
mamma and ſiſters for the night, the 
idea of parting was ſo dreadful, that he 
could not reſtrain his emotion ; and, 
pretending ſome inſect had got into his 
eye, he gave chem a hurried embrace, 


and ran to his own apartment, 


As Mrs. Laſcells had no idea of their 
going until Thurſday, ſhe paid no at- 
tention 


1-8 3 

tention to the circumſtance ; but merely 
deſired him to keep his eye open, and 
waſh it with cold water. 

The next morning when the ſervant 
called her, ſhe delivered a few lines from 
the Admiral, to give his reaſons for 
departing ſo unexpectedly ; and though 
Mrs. Laſcells was grieved at having loſt 
her ſon ſooner than ſhe had expected, 
yet ſhe was rejoiced at having been 
ſpared, the pain of taking leave. 


A few days brought a molt affectionate 
and dutiful letter from Mortimer, which 
contained the pleaſing intelligence of 
his health, and a lively deſcription of 
his ſituation ; for he found ſo many boys 
af 


(4) 
of bis own age on board, that he was as | 
happy as a prince. 


Caroline remained at home a few days, 
and endeavoured, by her cheerfulneſs, 
to keep up her mamma's ſpirits ; but 


at the expiration of that time, Lady 
Burnaby ſent her carriage ; and Mrs, 
Laſcellsand Matilda were left together. 


<4 CHAP, v. 
MAMMA (ſaid Matilda, as ſhe was 
one morning ſeated on a little ſtool at 
her feet, and dreſſing her doll in a new 
| frock 


frock which the houſe- maid had juſt 
made for her) Do you love me with all 
your heart? 


Yes, my beloved Matilda, replied the 
affectionate parent, looking at her with 
ineffable tenderneſs, and preſſing her 


with fondneſs to her maternal boſom, 


but why do you aſk the queſtion ? 


Becauſe, ſaid Matilda, all mammas 
don't love their children for Miſs Har- 
court's does not, and uſes her very 
cruelly : and ſhe's ſo ſhockingly paſſion- 
ate, never was any thing like it: then 
ſhe beats poor Miſs Harcourt, and locks 


her up in a dark cloſet; and it was 


only 
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only yeſterday that ſhe took away her 
beſt frock. 


I Jouibee: Matilda, replied Mrs. Laſ- 


cells, that Miſs Harcourt is a very 


naughty girl, and deſerves the treatment 
of which ſhe complains; for as to her 
mamma's not loving her, that is abſo- 


lutely impoſſible, unleſs her behaviour 


has been ſo bad as to deſtroy that affec- 
tion which every parent muſt feel for 
their offspring. Do not you perceive, 
continued Mrs, Laſcells, what an affec> 
tion even all the animal ſpecies evince 
for their young ? and with how much 
care and tenderneſs they watch over 


them during the period they are in- 


capable of protecting themſelves ? and 


— | Can 


( 49 ) 
ran you, for a moment, ſuppoſe that 
a being who is endowed with reaſon and 
reflection, would be leſs ſenſible of the 
ſtrong tye of affection than a creature 
which is only gifted with a natural in- 
ſtinctive feeling, to cheriſh and preſerve 
the exiſtence of its offspring ? 


I don't quite underſtand you, mamma, 
ſaid the child. Well, my love, replied 
Mrs. Laſcells, then I'll explain myſelf 
in language more adapted to your com- 
prehenſion. You know, when you do 
right or wrong, you have the power of 
reflecting upon your actions; and if you 
have done well, you feel a ſort of ſelf- 
ſatisfaction, which rewards you for it ; 

3 and 


7 of 
and if the contrary, a kind of ſelf- re- 


proach, which acts as a puniſhment. 


O yes, mamma, that I do indeed, 


faid Matilda; for I remember bow mi- 
ſerable I was the laſt time I had offended 
you, and how ſorry I was that you had 
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gone out when I was naughty, that I 
had not an opportunity of begging your 
_ pardon, —Well, continued Mrs. Laſcells, 
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that contrition which you felt, was the 
effect of reaſon and reflection; but 


grown people feel that impreſſion with 
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much more force than children; and if 
they omit an act of duty, the remorſe 
which they endure occaſions them ab- 
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ſolute miſery; and as we all know that 
| 1 the tender duty which binds a parent 
5 , | - to 
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to its child, is one of the moſt forcible. 
that can exiſt, I conſider i it impoſſible for 
a parent to break through it, unleſs a 
ſucceſſion of undutifulneſs in the child 
weakens that attachment which nature 
has implanted. And if the animal- 
creation, who, as I ſaid before, are not 
endowed with reaſon, feel an impulſe to 
be kind to their offspring, do you not 
ſuppoſe that thoſe who know it to be 
their duty to protect them, muſt expe- 


rience it in a much ſtronger degree ? 


Oh mamma, ſaid Matilda, I think, 
and J am ſure you love me; but if 
Miſs Harcourt' $ mamma loved her, ſhe 
would not keep her upon bread and 
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1 
water, and fly into ſuch violent paſſions 
with her. Po. 

Indeed, Matilda, replied her mamma, 
I am not inclined to think the keeping 
an obſtinate paſſionate girl upon bread 
and water, any proof of Mrs. Harcourt's 
want of affection; for if gentle meaſures 
will not bring a ſenſe of right, it then 
becomes a parent's duty to adopt ſevere 
ones; and I always thought Miſs Har- 
court a very unamiable little girl; and 


now I am convinced of it, or ſhe never 


'would have expoſed the failing in- her 


mamma's character. We are none of us, 
you know, without faults ; but if our 
children publiſh them, what are we to 
expect from other people and I am 


| ſure, 
# 


CF 
lure, Matilda, your own ſenſe muſt telt 
you how very wrong ſuch behaviour | 


Was. 


Indeed mamma, replied Matilda, 1 
begin to think it. was not very right of 
her; but you know Mrs. Harcourt 
never ſpeaks in the pretty manner to 
her that you do to me and Caroline ; and 
1 dare ſay, if poor Emily had as goed a 
mamma as we have, ſhe would never 


ſay any thing againſt her. 


I am not quite of your opinion, Ma- 
tilda, ſaid Mrs. Laſcells; for I believe 
Emily Harcourt to be of a diſpoſition 
that kindneſs and affection will make 
very little impreſſion upon. In ſhort, 

D 3 1 


( 54 ) 
the is a girl whom I wiſh you to have 
very little intercourſe with, from an ap- 
prehenfion that her conduct and ex- 


ample might have a very pernicious ef- 


fect upon a mind which I know to be 
naturally amiable ; and her even having 
given you an idea that a parent did not 
love its child, might be attended with 
the moſt painful conſequences ; for 
whenever I found it neceſlary to puniſh 
you in future for a fault, it might give 
you an idea of its proceeding from a 
want of affection, when it ought to be 
the moſt convincing proof of my ten- 
dernefs; for if 1 did net love you, of 


courſe, 1 ſhould be indifferent to your 
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actions, and not give myſelf the trouble 
of chaſtiſing your faults. 
oh; The 


+ CE. 
The converſation was here interrupted 
by the entrance of the nurſe-maid, with 
a ſquare of fine muſlin in her hand, torn 


into three or four large ſlits, 


I am ſorry, madam, faid Betty as ſhe 
entered, to be obliged to complain -of 
Miſs Matilda; but, really, yeſterday even- 
ing, when you were out, her behaviour 
as well as Miſs Harcourt's was ſo very 
rude, I could not poſſibly manage them; 
and though it was your deſire Miſs Ma- 
tilda ſhould never go into the kitchen, 
it was out of my power to prevent it; and 
when J attempted to take them away by 
force, they caught hold of my work, and 
tore it in the manner you ſee. 5 
4 Muatilda's 


\ 


Matilda's countenance was inſtantly 
overſpread with the bluſh of conſcious 
ſhame ; and, creeping behind her mam- 
ma's chair, ſhe burſt imo a flood of 


tears. 


Mrs. Laſcells, unmindful of her 
daughter's emotion, enquired of Betty 
whether it was tlie firſt time Matilda had 
conducted herſelf improperly when Miſs 
Harcourt was with her; and, upon be- 

ing informed that her behaviour was 
always different at thoſe periods, ſhe re- 
ſolved to check all farther intimacy ; 
and, deſiring Matilda immediately to 
retire to her own apartment, ſhe con- 
fidered it indiſpenſably neceſſary to fend 
that inſtant an apology to Mrs. Harcourt 

| for 
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/ 


66 
for her child's not being able to accept 
an invitation they received for the fol- 


— — — —— 


lowing day. 


CH AF 


Although Mrs. Laſcells loved her 
children with the moſt exquiſite tender- 
neſs, yet 1t was not that kind of blind 
partiality which threw a veil over their 
failings : on the contrary, ſhe' was more 
open to the conviction of their errors 
than to thoſe of any other children ; and 
never. diſcovered a fault without re- 
folving to endeavour to eradicate it. 
Matilda therefore was not only miſerable 
| D 5 WM 
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at the idea of having. incurred ber 
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mamma's diſpleaſure, but was doubly 
unhappy, from the dread of puniſh- 
ment that might probably be inflicted ; 


and when Mrs. Laſcells entered the room 


where ſhe was ſitting, her dejected ap- 
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pearance foftened the anger her impro- 


—— 
—— 


per behaviour had produced; and after 
expreſſing the concern ſhe felt at hear- 
ing ſo der ble an account of her 
conduct, ſhe defircd to know what re- 


ä r 


compenſe ſhe intended to make Betty 
for the handkerchief which ſhe had to- 
tally deftroyed ? 
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eien, Mrs. Laſcells proceeded :— 
You know, Matilda, if you commit a 
fault, 
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( 59 ) 
fault, the only thing you can do is to 
ſolicit forgiveneſs ; but if you do an in- 


| jury, an ample reparation is abſolutely 


neceſſary. As you have no muſlin to 
give Betty, it is right you ſhould buy 
her ſome; and I have brought you the 


three half-crowns which were put by for 


the purpoſe of purchaſing your wax-doll, 


that you may have the ſatisfaction of 


doing it. 


Matilda looked alternately at her mam- 
ma and the half. crowns, and then ſaid, 
with a figh, but when ſhall I be able to 


buy my wax-doll, mamma.? 


When you have acquired the habit 


of ſubduing your paſſions, replied Mrs. 
Laſcells, and are not obliged to ſpend 
| v 6 
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G7 
your ſavings in making . reparation for- 
the indulgence of them; but as I do 
not mean to allow you an opportunity 
of being. induced to do wrong by bad 
advice, I flatter myſelf I ſhall not have 
the mortification of hearing that you 
have again acted in a manner fo calcu- 
lated to make me unhappy. Matilda 
promiſed never to be guilty of the like 
behavour ; and Mrs. Laſcells, perceiving | 
the ſincerity of her ſorrow, preſſed her 
to her boſom, and the fault was for- 


* 


| The next morning Matilda went to 
her mamma's bed-ſfide at an early 
hour, and with eyes ſwimming 1 in tears, 
told * poor little F idelle was ſo dread- 

fully 


DX ; 
fully ill, that he could not crawl out of 
his houſe; and beſought her to get 
up immediately, and come to his 
_ aſſiſtance. th 

Fidelle was not. only a favourite with 
his little miſtreſs, but every perſon in 
the houſe was partial to him for his good- 
nature and attachment. Mrs. Laſcells 
aroſe with alacrity to- adminiſter to his 
relief : but when ſhe beheld, the tortures 
the poor little animal endured, ſhe was 
ſenſible all aſſiſtance would be vain, as 
he really ſeemed in the very agonies of 
death; but as his complaint appeared. 
to be in bis bowels, ſhe gave him a 
large quantity of ſweet oil, and had him 
put into ſome warm water. 

Caroline 


x '62 ) 
a @unaline ftood weepirig over her little 
ca who, notwithſtanding his tor- 
ture, was ſenſible of her carefles, and as 
ſhe rubbed his ſtomach, in hopes of re- 
lieving him, would lick her hand, and 
lock at her with an expreſſion of gratitude 
in his countenance that was thoroughly 
affecting. However, all attempts to mi- 
tigate his agony proved ineffectual, and 
in lels than two hours after Matilda had 
ealled for aſſiſtance, the poor little dog 
expired, to the heartfelt diſtreſs of 
its miſtreſs, and the regret of the whole 


family. 


Marilda abſolutely | made herſelf ill 
by crying; and it was ſome time before 


her mamma could convince her how 
wrong 


( 
wrong it was to indulge her feelings 
to ſo violent an exceſs. 


I admire ſenſibility, my dear Matilda, 
aid Mrs, Laſcells, and ſhould have been 
ſhocked if I had perceived no marks of 
forrow for the death of your little favour- 
ite; but I cannot bear to ſee you feel 
as much for the death of an animal as 
you ſhould do for the loſs of a friend. 
Suppoſe it had pleaſed God to have de- 
prived you of your fiſter's affection, or 
my maternal tenderneſs, would not that 
have been a much ſeverer loſs than the 
one you have ſuſtained ? Yet, if that 
, misfortune had befallen you, it would 
have been your duty to have ſubmitted 
with reſignation to the will of that Being 
x] Who 


Sh if 64 J 

who gave us life, and has a right to 
recall it. 

on mamma, ſaid Matilda, ſobbing 
aloud at the very idea, and throw ing her 
arms round Mrs. Laſcells“ neck, I ſhould 
die if I was to loſe either you or Caro- 
line! Indeed, indeed, I ſhould, 


1 hope, my beloved girl, replied Mrs. 


Luaſcells, ſuch a misfortune is not in ſtore 


for you; — but you muſt endeavour 
to arm your mind with fortitude, to 
enable you to bear whatever evils the 
Almighty may think proper to afflict you 
with ; for misfortunes are intended for 
fome wiſe end, and therefore to murmur 
at the decree of Providence; muſt be 


both preſumptive and diſpleaſing. 
But 


(WJ 

But mamma, ſaid Matilda, did not 
you murmur when my poor papa died ? 
for Betty often tells me how ſadly orieved 
you were. | 


* 


Grieved indeed continued Mrs. 
Laſcells (with a ſigh that evinced 
how much even the recollect ion of her 
ſufferings pained her) but though 1 
conſidered the death of your dear 
father as one of the ſevereſt misfor- 
tunes that could. have befallen me, 
yet 1 endeavoured to ſupport it with re- 
ſignation; and reflected upon the bleſſ- 
ings which Heaven ſtill allowed me to 
enjoy, and was grateful! I alſo conſi- 
dered the ſuperior miferies which many 
of my fellow-creatures were compelled 


to endure, and found that my own were 
bght 


(66) 
light in compariſon: but, continued Mrs. 
Laſcells, when I think you old enough 
to comprehend that excellent book the 
Bible, you will read a very intereſting 
| Rory indeed of a man whoſe name was 
Job; whoſe misfortunes were of the 
ſevereſt nature, yet who ſupported them 
with ſuch reſignation, as obtained him the 


favour of the Almighty. 25 


I wiſh, mamma, ſaid Matilda, you 
would let me read the Bible; for my 
ſiſter tells me there are a great many 
pretty ſtories; and I want to know all 
about Job. | 


You ſhall read it, my love, replied 
Mrs, Laſcells, as ſoon as I think you 
oils can 


4 


6 
can underſtand the ſublime truths you 
will there meet with; yet I do not ap- 
prove putting that ineſtimable book into 
the hands of a child until ſhe is, in ſome 
meaſure, capable of reliſhing its con- 
tents : and though I have not time juſt 
now to give you the hiſtory of Job, 2 
will recite 1t to you at ſome other period, 


Mrs. Laſcells's converſation had the 
effect ſhe wiſhed ;* and Matilda's mind 
was for 4 time withdrawn from the con- 
templation of her loſs. However, in the 
evening, ſhe enquired of her mamma 
whether poor Fidelle might not be 
buried; and was informed that John 
had put him into a little deal-box, and 
dug a hole for him under the pear-tree z 
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103. 
and Mrs. Laſcells gave her the follow- 
ing lines, with permiſſion to have them 
placed upon the tree. 


Elegy on the Death of a favourite Lap- 
. Dog, whoſe Name was Fidelle. 


Cros to this ſpot, in peace, is laid 
Matilda's little fav'rite friend; 

Who at her feet has often play'd, 
Tho' now his gambol's at an end. 


The virtues which F idelle poſſeſt, 
Were ſuch as might a tribute claim: ; 
Attachment fill'd his little breaſt, 
And prov'd he well deſery'd his name. 


9 — Prov'd, 


_— 


{ 6.) 


Prov'd, that tho' precept never taught 


Her little dog to be ſincere, 
Yet worth ſupply'd the want of thought, 
And made his very mem'ry dear. 


CHAP. VII. 


MATILDA was highly delighted 
with the tribute which -her mamma had 
paid to the memory of her little favourite, 
and, after expreſſing her gratitude, re- 
queſted ſhe would tell her the ſtory of 
that good man who had ſo many troubles. 


| That good man's name was Job, my 
dear Matilda, ſaid Mrs. Laſcells ; and 
. be 


ä — —— een th ... 


\ 2 *. p > 2 
RET \ —U — 222597 5 
—— —— _ yer 
— br er ere gre ee et — — — 4 * 
. nine”  Nagr ei ei 7. 24 RF yt OP I SR 2 * 


f 

i 

4 
0 
_ 


_ if 
. 
ef 
= 
* 


. „ 
2 — 4 


KOs" 


2 - 


— -—— 


Oo — — * 


Ot wed SE” a rwrnrttoc —— — > 
— — — — — On Wer ' "*% 
— — —ͤ— Ty 


x — OO 


- 


. 


he was one of the richeſt men in the 


eaſt: he was poſſeſſed of ſeven thouſand 
ſheep, three thouſand camels, five hun- | 
dred yoke of oxen, five hundred ſhe- 
aſſes; and bs ſervants and dependents | 


were very numerous. 


Oh mamma, exclaimed Matilda, how 


I wiſh you were as rich as Job; and then 


how happy we Foun be ! 8 


Not a bit more ſo, my love, replied 
Mrs. Laſcells, than we are at preſent z 


for riches have not the power of con- 


ferring happineſs, though they certainly 


are a means of miniſtering uato it ; but 


as we are bleſt with a ſufficient portion 


to procure all the comforts of life, we 


ought 


* 


M 


ought not to wiſh for its ſuperfluities.— 


But to return-to my hiſtory : — Job was 


{ſenſible that- all the bleſſings of this life 


were derived from the benevolent hand 
of his Maker; and not only poured 
forth his gratitude in daily praiſes for 
the benefits he enjoyed, but taught his 
children to do the ſame. In ſhort, every 
action of his life was ſuch as did credit to 
him as a chriſtian, and honour as a man 
But as he had been a total ſtranger to 
misfortune, the _ Almighty | thought 
proper to make a trial of his faith and 
reſignation, and ſee whether his cha- 
racter would ſhine as conſpicuouſly ami- 
able in adverſity as it had done in proſ- 


perity. 
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One evening as he was contemplating 


the bleſſings he enjoyed, and reflecting 


with gratitude upon them, he perceived 
one of his ſervants running towards 
him, in great ſpeed, with a countenance 
expreſſive of calamity; and upon en- 
quiring into the cauſe, was informed 
that, as the oxen were ploughing in the 
field, and the aſſes feeding by tho ſide 
of them, the Sabeans, a neighbouring 
warlike nation, had flain the ſervants 
who were guiding them, and had driven 
away the beaſts into their own country : 
and whilſt the man was deſcribing this diſ- 
aſterous event, another haſty meſſenger 
arrived, to inform him that his whole 
flock of ſheep had been deſtroyed by 
the effect of lightning: Before he had 

„„ com- 


1 
completed his melancholy tale, a third 
came up, to ſay that the Chaldeans had 
fallen upon the keepers of the camels, 
ſlain them with their ſwords, and carried 
the beaſts into Chaldea, Afflictive as 
this intelligence tuft have been, yet 
Job received it with reſignation and for- 
titude. But think what muſt have been 
kis (af 
meſſenger approach, whoſe agitated ap- 


tions, when he perceived a fourth 


pearance foretold ſome till greater ca- 
lamity! Unable to demand the dif- 
trefling circumſtance, he ſilently awaited 
the cruel intelligence, and had the mi- 
{ery of hearing that, as his ſeven daugh. 
ters and three ſons were all enjoying 
«hkemſelves in their elder brother” $ houſe, 
a dreadful tettpeſt aroſe, and the wind 


Sl raged- 


(74 ? 
caged with ſuch a degree of violence, 


as to deſtroy every thing that oppoſed 
it; and ſtriking upon the houſe where 
theſe unfortunate young people were aſ- 
ſembled, levelled it to the duſt, and 
buried beneath its ruins the laſt and 
deareſt of that good man's treaſures ! 


Oh mamma, ſaid Matilda, as  Tor4 
tear ſtole from her ſpeaking eye, how 
did poor Job ſupport fuch ſad misfor- 
tunes?” 


As a man and a chriſtian ought, my 
dear Matilda, replied Mrs. Laſcells; he 
felt them .moſt ſeverely, but he. prayed 
40 God to enable him to bear them ; 


and never repingd>at- hi wiſe decree. 
This 


(73). 
This mode of conduct was ſo pleaſing 


to the Almighty, that in ee of time 


he beſtowed upon him greater treaſures 
than he had before enjoyed; for he had 
fourteen thouſand ſheep, fix thouſand, 
camels, a thouſand yoke of oxen, and 
a thouſand ſhe- aſſes; and he had ſeven 
more ſons and three more daughters, all 
of wiſhm were dutiful and affectionate 
children; and he was happier in his old 
age than he had been in his manhood.— 
And now, my dear Matilda, faid Mrs. 
Laſcells, I hope the hiſtory of Job's miſ- 
fortunes, and the reſignation with which 


he bore them, will be a leſſon to you thro” 


life, never to ſuffer your ſpirits to be | 
depreſſed by light calamities: and if ; 
* ſhould be ur lot to encounter great 

| E 2 onny 
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ones, that it will teach you to fy pport 
them with patience and fortitude, 


Yes, that it ſhall, mamma, replied 


Matilda; and whenever Lam going to 


fret. about-trifles, I am determined al- 


ways to think of poor Job. 


The entrance of John, with letter 
for Mrs. Laſcells, prevented her reply- 
ing; and as ſoon as ſhe had peruſed it, 


ſhe gave Matilda the Pleaſing intelli- 
gence of her ſiſter s return on the fol- 


lowing Monday. 


| This was joyful neus to Matilda, who 


Joved Caroline with the moſt exquiſite 


tenderneſs, and who had felt her abſence 
a8 


C 998 
a8 a ſevere misfortune : and the remain- 


ing part of the evening was ſpent in con- 


verſing upon the happineſs that was in 


ſtore for her, and in rolling paper for the 
boats of a work-bag, which was in- 
tended as a preſent for Caroline on 
her arrival. 5 


% 
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c HAP. VIIL. 


THE next morning Mrs. Laſcells 


was agreeably (| urpriſed by a viſit from 


her ſiſter and her daughter 8 a 
Uitle * of  Matilds' s. age. 


, | ' 'P a a ? 


( 78 ) 

Mrs. Collier had adopted a very dif 
ferent mode of educating her children. 
io that which Mrs. Laſcells had practiſed. 
As ſoon as they were old enough, they 
5 were ſent to ſchool; and when they were 
at home during the vacation, they paſſed 
the whole of their time in the nurſery. 


As Mrs, Laſcells knew her fiſter had 
an averſion to the ſociety of children, | 
ſhe was obliged to deprive herſelf of the 
pleaſure of Matilda's company, though 
eight or ten times in the courſe of the- 

day ſhe would run up ſtairs into the 
nurſery, to take a peep at the _ of 
her alfection. 


T a frft 43 of Harriet's arrival, the 
two couſins were me beſt friends in the- 
world; 


C9 2 
world; bat on the ſecond, there was a 
great diviſion: of opinion ; and on the 
chird, as Mrs. Laſcells approached the 
| door, ſhe heard Harriet reproaching 
Matilda for her ignorance of the French 
language; and Matilda, not to be 
anywiſe behind hand with her, re- 
torting upon her couſin, with ſome 
alpetity, and boaſting of the per- 
fection with which ſhe played upon the 


piano; and the want of kill with whick 


the other performed. 


Mrs. Laſcells exprefled her concern” 
that Matilda ſhould have been fo igno- 
rant of the rules of politeneſs as to diſ- 
pute with her viſiter ; and after expa-. 
tiating upon the impropriety of both 
B+. tei 
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their behaviour, and the folly of- boaſt-- | 


ing of acquirements, ſhe told them ſhe- 


would endeayour to recollect a fable 


which ſhe had written ſome. years ago; 
| and. which was not inapplicable to the 
_ preſent ſubject. T 


The idea of hearing the fable, bighly 
gratified them P and they ihtreated Mrs. 2, 


Laſcells would fit down and try to recol- 
lect it; which, in a few minutes, ſbe 
was able to do; and repeated the. fol- 


lowing lines: 


i Tze Friar and the Parper : a Fables. 


© A Friar, walking ofer the plain, 


Met with a Pauper in his way; 


And as the clouds portended rain, 


Each. ſhelter'd:near a ſtack of hay. 
San. 


| Father, reply'd the vagrant ag, 


0-8 ) 7 


Son, ſaid the friar, in ſolemn tone, 


1 marvel much thoſe rags you wear, 
When, by a little ſtrength of bone, 
You d earn enough to mend that tear 


Beſides, that idle uſeleſs le: 1-744 YN 


Which you and all your brethren lead, * 


Is apt to nurture rage and ſtrife, 


And all the ills they're known to breed: . 


Practice and preaching, tis confeſt, 


Are often found far wide atwain. 


So tell me, pray, who made thy veſt > 


Did thy own hands that garment ſhape? 
Or do they earn thy day's ſupply? 


Or doſt thou e er proviſion make . 
For any hour that paſſes by ** 
E 5. The 
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The pray'rs which you pretend to pray - 
For other ſouls beſides your own, 
Procure you food for ev'ry day, 
| And loadthat wk p * meat and bone e 


Whilſt I, by praying for myſelf, 


Can hardly find a bit to eat: 


And, as to getting ſtore of pelf, 
I've not 2 to buy my meat J 


o 


But as we both by others live, 
And neither of us earn our fare, 


The lecture you on labour give, 


In truth, good father, you might ſpare. | 


Ew: 3 Monk AL. 
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T his litle fable's meant to teach 
2th uſeful lefſon to mankind ; 
Andproves, thatthoſe who love to preach, . 
Their own defects ſhould always find. 


Oh mamma, ſaid Matilda, what a 
pretty fable; and J think the old friar 
had no buſineſs to find fault with the 
beggar for not working, as he did not 
work. —_—_ 


cena not; replied Mrs. Laſcells 4 
and you were not entitled to blame Har- 


riet for her ignorance of French, as you TT 
knew that her knowledge of muſic was 
Ne K HG. far - 
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far ſuperior to yours, But the truth 1 155, 
we are all of us too apt to view the 
faults of others with a microſcopic eye, 
whilſt a en blinds us: to our 
OW} HE . es Ml 


At this moment Matilda, who had 
juſt turned her eyes to the window, ex- 
claimed, Oh my ſiſter! my ſiſter! and 
| ran out of the room with precipitation . - 
Mrs. Laſcells and Harriet followed; 
and Caroline, jumping from the cars 
riage, was alternately preſſed to the bo- 
ſom of her mamma and: ſiſter: and a 
happier group was never aſſembled. 

Caroline Laſcells had juſt entered her 
thirteenth year, and was one of the moſt 
amiable 


. — — 


amiable gifls in the world. gls wht: 
open, placid, generous; and good- na- 
tured; and poſſeſſed ſuch an inſinuat⸗ 
ing mode of addreſs, that It was im- 


poſſible« to be in her company without 
| admiring her. She had paſſed a moſt: 
pleaſant time with her godmother, Lady 
Burnaby, and returned loaded with pre- 
ſents for Matilda; who received them 
with the ſivelieſt teſtimonies of joy and 
gratitude. But as Caroline had no idea 
of meeting her conſin Harriet, ſhe had 
brought her no proofs of her affection ; 
though Matilda's generoſity ſoon pre- 

vented her fiſter from feeling uncom- 
fortable on that occaſion : and an equal 
diſtribution of the preſents was made 
between Hatriet and Matilda, which 


uy need. 
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the little diſpute about their ſuperiority 


of acquirements was totally forgotten. 9 
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THE next morning a note arrrived 
from Mrs. Champion, the widow of 4 


rich Eaſt Indian, to invite the young 
folks to a ball on the following Thurſ⸗ 
day, and to ſay, that as it would be 
merely 4 you ng party, the hours would 
be very early; and therefore intreated 
Mrs. Laſoells would not refuſe. 


SEP orig Ten 


The idea of taking a child of eight 
years old to a ball, ſtruek Mrs. Laſcells 
as highly ridiculous; but as Mrs. Col- 
her proteſted Harriet ſhould go, and: 
Caroline intreated that her ſiſter might: 
have the ſame indulgence, Mrs. Laſcells 
u length conſented. 555 

Mrs: Collier, who delighted in every 
ſpecies of amuſement, prevailed upon 
her fiſter to accompany the young folks, 
though Mrs: Laſcells at ficſt declined it, 
from not being in habits of intimacy 
with Mrs. Champion. As it was the 
firſt ball Matilda hadrever been at, her 
little heart bounded with delight; and 
He could neither eat, drink, nor fleep, at 
me very idea of iti. 


r 
M.iſs Collier was adorned with all the 


art that ſtudy and profuſion could in- 
vent, whilſt her lovely cOuſins were dreſ- 
| ſed with a ſimplicity and neatneſs that 
was infinitely more attractive. „ 


When they arrived at Champion-H all 
they were met at the door of the ſaloon 
by the young men in honour of-whom 
the entertainment was given; and the 
countenance of the one inſtantly pre- 
poſſeſſed Mrs. Laſcells in his favour; 
whilſt that of the other created a ſenſa- 
tion of abhorrence. 


— 


Iheſe youths; who were joint heirs to 
an immenſe property, had been educated 
in England, but were going to India in 
| bn = 4 oo 


( t. F 
the: following week to take poſſeſſion of 
their inheritance; and i it was on this. OC> 
afion that the ball was given. 
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Miſs Champion was many years youn- 
ger than her brothers (who were twins) 
and was certainly in perſon à moſt lovely 
girl; but there was a degree of ſelf. im- 
portance in her manner, that was ſtrik»- 
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Amongſt the member young people 0 
who attracted the attention of Mrs. Laf- 
cells, was a beautiful girl, about twelve 
years old; whoſe dejected countenance, 
amongſt a number ſo very animated, was 
peculiarly ftriking z and ſhe reſolved to 
peak to her the firſt convenient oppor- 
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tunit; but as the rooms were very 
crowded, it was not an eaſy matter. 
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At length the child, by accident, placed 
- herſelf near Mrs. Laſcells; and juſt as 
me was going to addreſs her, ſhe per- 
ceived tlie young man approach whoſe 
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Prepoſſeſſing manner had ſtruck her 
when ſhe entered. Taking the little 
girl by the hand, my poor Maria, ſaid 
he, this is cruelly mortifying to you; 
but my mother proteſts you ſhall not 
dance, though I have been trying to 
perſuade her to it for this half hour. — 
Sceing Mrs. Champion drawing near, he 
flipped away, as if fearful. of having been 
ſeen to converſe with the little unfortu- 


The: - 


( | 
The converſation Mrs. Laſcells had 
overheard, was calculated to increaſe 


the inteteſt which the dejected appear- 
ance of Maria had produced ; and going 
up to her, (he ſaid, What is the reaſon, 
my love, of your appearing ſo very diſ- 
fpirited in ſuch a ſcene of univerſal gaiety 
as this? and why do you not mix with 
the lively throng . 

Fo theſe interrogations the child only 
replied with a ſigh; but at the ſame 
time looked around with the utmoſt em- 
barraſſment, as if fearful of being obs 
ſerved ſpeaking to a ſtranger. Where 

do you live? continued Mrs. Laſcells, 
with a ſtill ſofter tone of voice; for you 
ſeem unhappy, and I ſhould wiſh to re- 


move it. | a 
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A tone of kindneſs ſeemed fo new to 
the poor girl's ear, that ſhe appeared to 
doubt the reality of the ſound; but, 
acquiring courage by Mrs. Laſcells“ 
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manner, ſhe ſaid, Indeed I am unhappy,- 


madam, but But what? my love, 
aid Mrs. Laſcells—But 1 am afraid 
Mrs. Champion ſhould hear me {peak to 
you. Never fear, continued Mrs. Laſ- | 
cells, but tell me who you are, and how” 
you came in Mrs. Champion's power ?- 
Mrs. Champion at this moment drew 
near; and the child, terrified at her pre- 
ſence, erept ſilently away; and Mrs. 
Laſcells had not. an opportunity of 
ſpeaking to her during the remaining, 
_ of the evenin 8. > 
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As. ſoon as the party was ſeated in the 
carriage, all the children began exclaim- 
ing againſt Miſs Champion's behaviour 
to poor Maria. 
And who is Maria? faid Mrs. Laſ- 
cells. — She is the daughter, mamma, 
replied Caroline, of poor Mr. Faulkner, 
the curate, who was killed, you know, 
by a fall from his horſe, about two years 
ago; and Mrs. Champion took Maria 
to be a playfellow for Miſs Champion. 
But you never {aw ſuch treatment in 
your life! The poor thing happened to 
break a china jar to-day; and for that 
reaſon Mrs. Champion would peither let 
her dance or touch one of the ſweet- 
meats; though I ſaw Mr. Henry Cham- 
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pion ſlip two or three into her hand; 
and I could have kiſſed him for it: — 

but as to his brother, he ſpoke to her 
juſt as unbecomingly as Mifs Champion 
did. 
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The intereſt which Mrs. Laſcells had 
felt at the ſight of poor Maria, was aug- 
mented when ſhe was informed whoſe 
child ſhe was; and ſhe reſolved to adopt 
{ome method to relieve her from ſo irk- 
ſome a ſituation, though how to accom- 
pliſh it was N a point of delicacy. 


| The next morning Mrs. Collier” s car- 
riage Was ordered to be at che door by 
twelve o dock; and it was reſolved 
that, as they returned from their- airing. 
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Rc ſhould call at Champion-Hall 
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When they arrived there, they were 
informed that Mrs. Champion and her 
daughter were out; but upon enquiring 
whether Miſs Faulkner was at home, they 
were anſwered in the affirmative. 

Mrs. Laſcells deſired to ſee her - and 
was ſhocked at the deſcription of the 
treatment ſhe met with from a perſon 
who had pretended to receive her from 
motives of benevolence, As ſoon as ſhe 
got home ſhe wrote a letter to Mrs. 
Faulkner, informing her of Maria's mi- 
ſerable ſituation, and incloſed at the ſame 
time a bill of thirty pounds; which ſum 
ſhe promiſed to pay annually for the 
little girÞ's board: and in a few days ſhe 
had the ſatisfaction of feceiving an an- 
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wer from Mrs. Faulkner, expreſſive # 
her unbounded gratitude. The poer 
woman ſaid, in her letter, that ſhe had 
parted from her child with the moſt 
diſtreſſing reluctance; but that Mrs. 
Champion's aſſurance of kindneſs and 
her own confined circumſtances, had 
induced her to conſent to the propoſal: 
and that her heart was beating high with 
pleaſure at again enjoying the ſociety of | 


her beloved Maria, whom ſhe bad taken 


from Mrs. Champion's protection, un- 
der the ene of being melancholy 


alone. 


The idea of having contributed to 
the happineſs of two unfortunate people, 
conveyed to the mind of Mrs. Laſcells 

L | the 
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the moſt, refined gratification ; but as 


her income was not large, ſhe knew it 


would be neceſſary to make ſome re- 


trenchment, to enable her to adminiſter 


to the comforts of poor Mrs. Faulkner: 


and ſhe pointed out to her children the 


ſatisfaction ſhe received in adopting that 


plan. — Caroline no ſooner heard this, 
than ſhe immediately propoſed they 
ſhould each of them receive only eigh- 
tcen-pence, inſtead of half a crown, for 
their weekly allowance. 


Mrs. Laſcells was highly delighted at 
this proof of the amiable turn of her 
daughter's mind; but declined accept- 


ing the propofal. 
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WHEN the morning arrived for 
Mrs. Collier's departure, Harriet re- 
queſted her aunt would give her a copy 
of the Fable ſhe had repeated to Matil- 
da and herſelf. 


Mrs. Laſcells informed her that ſhe 


had not time then to write it out; but 


offered to give her ſome lines which ſhe 
had compoſed the night ſhe came from 
Mrs. Champion's ; and told her the idea 
had been ſuggeſted from the different 
' traits of character which ſhe had ob- 
ſerved 


&: 00: 


| ſerved in the countenances of the two 


brothers. 


Harriet was delighted at the proſpect 


of poſſeſſing ſome poetry of her aunt's 
compoſing : and Mrs. Laſcells took out 
her pocket-book, and preſented to her 
the following lines: 


 Pirtue and Vice. 


From India's genial iſles were ſent 


Two eaſtern boys, with the intent 
That, in this free and gen'rous land, 
Their minds might poliſh and expand. 


The one was noble, brave, and juſt; 


His heart a ſtranger to diſtruſt ; 


With manners ſtrikingly refin'd, 
And.graceful ; from a poliſh'd mind. 
| 'F2 | T hat f 
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That mind, the ſeat of ev'ry grace, 
Illumin'd an expreſſive face; 
At gen' rous deeds his breaſt would glow, 
And tremble at a tale of woe! 
Such was the one. But mark the other; 
And wonder at the name of Brother! 
Imperious, artful, mean, and vain: 
His pleaſure was in giving pain. 
In ſhort, he'd practiſe ev'ry art 
That could diſgrace the human heart — 
Ten circling years had rapid flown 
Since they had left the Torrid Zone: 
And Henry had improv'd his thought 
With all the learning ſcience taught; 
But Edward felt no emulation; ; 
And ſtudy was his deteſtation. 
And now the time approach'd again 
When ak ſhould view that diſtant plain 
Where 


(1e 

Where ſlav'ry's gloomy horrors riſe 
To fill the heart with fear and ſighs ! 
As they approach'd their native land, 
The ebon ſlaves crowd on the ſtrand; 
Anxious their future fate to trace 
In either maſter's ſpeaking face. 
The ſoft'ning look which Henry gave 
As he retreated from the wave, 
Imparted comfort to their breaſt, 
And ſeem'd to ſay, with me there's reſt ! 
Seem'd then to ſay, their ſtate he'd mend, 
And prove himſelf the negro's friend ! 
But when they turn'd to Edward's face, 
A chilling fear appall'd the race ; 
And tho” they had not felt his pow'r, 
They trembPd for the future hour. 
Foreboding looks each eye expreſt, 
And apprehenſion ſwell'd each breaſt ! 

MO F 3 Thus 
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Thus the poor hen, appall'd with fear, 
Trembles whene'er the hawk is near ; 
And, as ſhe calls her little train, 
Her beating boſom proves her pain ! 


[ 


MoRAT, 


When the ſtern paſſions are expreſt 
That lodge within the mind, 

Expect no kindnefs from that breaſt, 
Nor friendſhip hope to find ! 


But when benevolence you read 

In each expreſſive eye, 

Why then expect a friend in need, 
Who'll ſhare each heartfelt ſigh. 


Thank 
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Thank you a thouſand times, aunt, 
ſaid Harriet; for it is very pretty in- 
deed. 


But, pray, mamma, ſaid Caroline, do 
you think you can always tell a perſon's | 
diſpoſition by their face ? 


No, my love, replied Mrs. Laſcells, | 
by no means; but where the character 
is ſo ſtrongly marked in the countenance 
as it is on the young Champions, it is 
almoſt impoſſible to be deceived ; and 
the little trait we had of their diſpoſi- 
tions in their conduct to poor Maria, 
proved that my opinion was well found- 
ed. But I ſhould be very ſorry to ſet 
up for a judge of phyſiognomy, Caro- 
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line, becauſe I know that it frequently 
leads to the drawing unfavourable opi- 


nions of very worthy characters. 


Mrs, Collier's carriage now drove up 
to the door; and though Matilda and 
Harriet had diſputed ſeveral times, yet 
the idea of a ſeparation ſeemed equally 
painful to both; but the proſpect of 
ſoon meeting again, reconciled them, in 


ſome degree, to parting. 


Matilda ſtood at the window until 
the carriage was out of fight ; when, 
drying up her tears, ſhe ſaid, I wiſh, 
mamma, Harriet had never come here, 


I fee! fo unhappy now ſhe has left us! 


That 
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That is being very ungrateful, Ma- 
tilda, replied Mrs. Laſcells, for the plea- 
ſure you have experienced in her ſociety. 
Though happineſs 1s not of long dura- 
tion, yet we ought to receive the portion 
that is beſtowed with gratitude ta that 
Being who confers it; and, inſtead of 
repining at his diſpenſations, acknow- 
ledge with humility that our enjoyments 


greatly exceed our deſerts. 


Soon after Mrs. Collier's departure, 
Mrs. Laſcells propoſed' taking a walk, 
by way of endeavouring to diſſipate the 
melancholy which always ſucceeds a ſe- 
paration from thoſe perſons who are dear 


to us. ? 
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Caroline walked by the fide of her 
mamma, whilſt Matilda amuſed herſelf 
by running, jumping, and gathering 
flowers. As ſhe felt herſelf rather tired, 
and had outwalked her mamma, ſhe fat 
herſelf down on a bank, by the ſide of a 
rivulet, to reſt, and wait until Mrs. Laſ- 
cells reached her; when, turning her 
head to the other fide, ſhe beheld the 
figure of a poor man ſtretched out upon 
the graſs, whoſe pallid countenance be- 
{poke ſickneſs, and whoſe tattered gar- 


ments evinced poverty! 


Starting from her ſeat, ſhe bounded 
back to her mamma, and told her ſhe 
had ſeen a poor man dying through want, 
ſhe believed, 


At 
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in all my little untoward ways; and 
being rather headſtrong, by the time 
I was fourteen years old, I was maſter 
both of my father and mother; and 
would not take their advice about any 
thing. My father wanted me to follow 
his trade; but I had got acquainted 
with a boy at Cambridge who was going 
to ſea; and nothing would ſatisfy me 
but I muſt go with him. My father 
begged, and my mother cried, but all 
in vain; ſo when they found 1 would 
be nothing but a ſailor, they ſpent their 
laſt farthing to rig me out like a gentle- 
man. Accordingly I went on board a 
ſhip that was going to be ſtationed in 
the Mediterranean; and, unfortunately, 
we fell in with ſome Algerine corſairs, 

Ke who 
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who took us priſoners ;. and I was car- 
ried in chains into Algiers, Then, 
madam, I began to repent of not 
having followed my parents advice; 
and all the miſery I had brought upon 
them, fell heavily upon myſelf. If, 
madam, I was to tell you all the hard- 
ſhips I went through for nine years in 
that ſtate of ſlavery, it would make your 
heart ache, although I brought it on 
myſelf, by my undutiful behaviour. But 
one day, as | was watering the garden 
at the top of the houſe (for in that coun- 


try, madam, the houſes are all flat at top, 


and have gardens upon them) a Chriſtian 
gentleman, a friend of my maſter's, 
came up to me, and aſked me my name, 
and ſeveral other queſtions. Bur, to 

make 
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make ſhort of my ſtory, he liked my 
looks, and bought me from my maſter. 
Well, madam, in my new place I lived 
three years, and grew a great favourite 
with my maſter; but at that time it 
pleaſed God to take him; and I was 
again without a friend in the world : 
but as my poor maſter had left me my 
free lom, and I had faved a little money, 
I contrived to procure my paſſage to Eng- 
land, and reſolved to ſpend the reſt of my 
days with my poor father and mother, 

and make them amends, by my future | 
kindneſs, for all my paſt ill behaviour. 
But ſcarcely had I ſet my foot on Eng- 
liſh land when I was met by a preſs- 
gang, and hoiſted on board a tender, 


where I remained ſeveral weeks, and 
then 
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then was removed to a man of war; and 


in an engagement with the Spaniards 
loſt one of my eyes, and had three of 


my ribs broken, When 1 came home, 


the firſt thing I did was to go to Noxton ; 
butalas ! my poor parents were no more; 
and T had the miſery of hearing they 
had died of a broken heart! Having 
been bred to no trade, and poſſeſſing 
no money, I knew not how to get a live- 
lihood; but as I was fond of gardening, 
I turned my mind to that, and got into 
place as under - gardener. At length, 


Madam, I married the houſe-maid, and 


took a little ſpot of my own; and it 
pleaſed God to bleſs my undertakings. 


J had two ſons: and there began my 


ſorrows ; or all the miſery I had 
brought 
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(a 
brought on my poor parents was doubly 


heaped on my own head ! My poor dear 


wife was always of a fickly turn; and 
the grief her unworthy children brought 
upon her, ſoon put an end to her life : 
and ſince her death I have been attacked 
with this dreadful complaint, which I 
think will ſoon releaſe me from all my 
| ſorrows. But as I have nothing to live 
by but my labour, I was willing to try 
if the herbs I was told of would give me 
à little eaſe, for I have been ſo much 
worſe this laſt week, that T was unable 
to work. I changed my laſt balt-crown 


this morning, And now, young ladies, 


faid the poor man, addreſſing himſelf to 
the children, I hope the account of my 


' misfortunes will teach you to be duti- 


ful 
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ful to your parents, and never to act 


contrary to their advice; for all my diſ- 
treſſes were brought on me by my own 
headſtrong actions; and if I had fol- 
lowed the advice of my father, I ſhould 
never have gone through ſuch hardſhips: 
but thoſe who act undutifully to their 
parents, are ſure to have the ſin viſited 
on their own heads. Here the arrival 
of the cart put an end to the poor man's 
obſervations; and as it drove ſlowly to- 
wards the village, it was followed by 
Mrs. Laſcells and her two daughters. 


They had not walked above a mile, 
when they met Mrs. Seymour and her 
daughter, who intreated Mrs. Laſcells 
to return with them to the grave, and 

| ſpend 
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ſpend che day there; but as Mrs. Lal- 
cells had predetermined to go to the 
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poor man's houſe and engage ſome per- 


ſon to take care of him, ſhe declined the 


invitation; reſolving not to let an en- 
gagement of pleaſure interfere with an 
act of duty. 


When Mrs. Seymour found ſhe could 
not prevail with her friend to ſpend the 
day with her, ſhe offered to accompany 
her part of the way ſhe was going: and 
the young people walked on firſt, and 


began the following converſation: 


1 wonder, my dear Caroline, ſaid 
Charlotte Sevmour, what 1s the reaſon 
your mamma will not dine with us to- 

day ? 
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day? and, as you are not going out, 1 
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think it is abominably croſs. 


„„ 


Don't ſay it's croſs, replied Caroline, 


———— — 
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for my mamma is incapable of being ſo; 

but 1 dare ſay it is becauſe ſhe wants to 
go and ſee a poor old man whom we 
accidentally met in the fields, and who 
has not a friend in the world ! 


| 


1 » 
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Well, exclaimed Charlotte, I think 
that is a fine compliment to my mamma, 
however! to think that ſhe ſhould pre- 
fer going to ſee a poor wretch that ſhe 
knows nothing of, to paying a viſit to 


her friend ! 


Caroline, who both loved and vene- 
rated her parent, was quite exaſperated at 
hear- 


(( 
hearing her ſpoke diſreſpectfully of; and, 


withdrawing her arm which ſhe had put 


within Charlotte's, and colouring with 


reſentment, ſhe ſaid, Indeed, Charlotte, 
if you can't entertain me with any thing 
more agreeable than your diſapprobation 
of my mamma's conduct, I don't wiſh 
to walk with you. 


Miſs Seymour, who really was very 
partial to Caroline, begged her pardon 
for what ſhe had ſaid. But indeed, my 
dear, Caroline, ſhe contined, your mam- 
ma has ſuch a number of old faſhioned 

notions, that I am fearful ſhe will quite 
ſpoil you. I hear you all attend the 
Sunday-ſchool every Sunday morning; 
and that even you fit down and turn 
two-penny 
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two-penny ſchool-miſtreſs ; but J can 
ſcarcely believe it poſſible! 


It is very true, I aſſure you, replied 
Caroline; and if you were once to ex- 
perience the pleaſure which I do from 
the employment, you would neither 
think it aſtoniſhing nor ridiculous. 


Well, I proteſt, ſaid Charlotte, I have 
a great mind to go with you next Sun- 
day; for it will help to paſs away the 
time, and it always is ſuch a horrid tedi- 
ous day with me, I never know what to 
do with myſelf. 8 
By this time Mrs. Seymour felt her- 
ſelf fatigued ; and calling to her daugh- 
ter, 


(„ 
ter, wiſhed Mrs. Laſcells good morning, 


and returned to the grove. 


CHAP, :a*% 


Mas. LASscELIs did not reach the poor 


man's cottage unti] ſome time after he 
had arrived there : and the order which nn 
ſhe found all his little utenſils arranged 


in, was really aſtoniſhing. 


The firſt thing ſhe did was to ſend 
for Mr. Hammond the apothecary ; 


who declared kis debility was more the 


6 effect 


( 3 


he did not doubt making a cure of him, 


if he could entirely abſtain from labour. 


Mrs. Laſcells was delighted at this 
information, and promiſed to allow him 
ſeven ſhillings a week until his recovery 
was complete; and as each of the 
children joyfully contributed their ſhil- 
ling towards his ſupport, Mrs. Laſcells 
was convinced he might live very com- 
fortably: then calling upon his next door 
neighbour, ſhe requeſted her to do thoſe 
* little offices which his fituation required, 
promiſing to reward her for the trouble; 
and in leſs than three weeks ſhe had the 
ſatisfaction of hearing that the wound 

which 


* 


( 
which the poor man had thought a can- 
cer, was perfectly healed, and that he 
was enabled to return to his uſual occu- 


pation of gardening. 


Thoſe who have never been in the 
practice of benevolent actions, can have 
but little idea of the refined gratification 
they convey to the mind, and therefore 
can form but an imperfe& opinion of 
the ſatisfaction Mrs. Laſcells expe- 
rienced at the reflection of having been 
inſtrumental to a fellow- creature's being 
reſtored to the bleſſing of health ; but 
thole whoſe hearts participate in the 
woes of others, wall better conceive her 
ſenſations than'they can be deſcribed, 
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( 224 } 
Mrs. Collier, after her departure, was 
repeatedly writing to her ſiſter to intreat 


ſhe would return her viſit ; but as Mrs. 


- Laſcells had always been in the habit of 


making the anniverſary of her childrens 
birth a day of feſtivity, Matilda requeſted 
the viſit might be poſtponed until af- 
ter her birth-day. Great preparations 
were made for the celebration of this 
feſtival : and on the morning of its ar- 
rival Mrs. Laicells preſented her with 
an elegant little pocket-book, contain- 
ing the following lines: | 


On 


( 125 ) 


of 


On the. Birth-Day 
of Mifs Matilda Laſcells. 


May my Matilda's life be crown'd 
With ev'ry vernal joy! 

And may no chilling blaſt be found, 
Her pleaſures to deſtroy ! 


And as on life's tempeſtuous ſea 
My dear Matilda fails, 

May ev'ry zeph'rous breeze agree 

To waft her gentle gales 


——ů 


May ſoft Content, with placid eye 
And flowing azure-veſt, 
Now leave her manſion in the ſky, 


And dwell within her breaſt! 
5 6 3 May 


4-286. ) 

May Fortune, with a ſtore of wealth, 

A tide of joy beſpeak [ 

And may the roſeate goddeſs Health, 
Long mantle on her cheek | 


May Friendſhip's animating beams 
Long ſhed a genial ray! | 
And, by the radiance of her gleams, - 


mumine all her way! 


May Pleaſure, in her airy round, 

1th flow'rs her path adorn! 

And may the'rofe for once be found 
Without its uſual thorn! 
Delighted with this . proof of het 

mamma's affection, Matilda ran into 

her ſiſter's room to diſplay it; who was 


4 „ 
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„ 
juſt ſewing the taſſels on a very pretty 
ribbon- purſe ſhe alſo intended for Ma- 
tilda; who received it with joy and 
gratitude. 


All the little girls belonging to the 
Sunday - ſchool were by twelve o'clock 
aſſembled at Mrs. Laſcells's; and, after 


regaling themſelves with roaſt beef and 


plumb-pudding, they all retired to the 


lawn, and amuſed themſelves with play- 


ing at thread my needle and blind man's 
buff. 


About five, the little gueſts who were 


to compoſe the ball made their appear- 


ance; and at ſeven the dan ing 


which was continued without 4! 
1 1 Cl. 
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fion until ten; when an elegant ſupper 
was prepared, conſiſting of fruits, tarts, 
jellies, and confectionary; and by half 
paſt eleven the little party diſperſed, de- 
lighted with their evening's entertain— 
ment. 


On the following day, as Mrs, Laf- 
cells was fitting reading at her bow 
window, ſhe perceived an old-faſhioned 
chariot drive up to the door, which ſhe 
knew belonged to a Mr. Moreton, a 
gentleman whoſe. ſingularities had oc- 
caſioned him to become the ſubje& of 
general converſation in the-neighbour- 
hood, tho' he did not affociate with any 


of the families in 1t, 


- 
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Surprized 
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Surprized at receiving ſo unexpected 


a viſiter, Mrs. Laſcells had hardly time 
to caution her children againſt expreſſing 
by their countenance any aſtoniſhment 


at his uncouth appearance, when the 


door opened, and his name was an- 


nounced. He entered, dreſſed in a long 
brown ſtuff dreſſing-gown, and a purple 
velvet cap, with a gold taſfe] on the top 


of 1t. 


Madam, ſaid he, as he approached, 
Jam not a man of form, as you may 
perceive by my appearance; but though 
I am an old-faſhioned fellow, I reſpe& 
worth and merit, wherever 1t is to be 
tound ; and as I have been informed 
it reſides on. this ſpot, I was determined 
to expreſs my veneration of it. 
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The ſingularity of his addreſs was till 
more ſtriking than his appearance ; and | 
Mrs. Laſcells was ſo much aſtoniſhed 
at it, that ſhe hardly knew how to reply. 
However, fhe told him ſhe was much 
flattered by his good opinion; and re- 
queſted he would be ſeated. 
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Availing himſelf of her offer, he 
placed himſelf on a ſeat by ber ſide, and 
reſting his chin upon an ivory-headed 
cane, fat ſome moments in a muſing 
poſture z then looking at Mrs. Laſcells 
with an enquiring eye,—Yes, he ex- 
claimed, there's goodneſs ſtrongly de- 
pictured there, and I could have diſco- 
vered it, if * _ not given teſti- 


mony of 1 it. 
Mrs. 


2 — 


( gt ) | 
Ns. Laſcells began to think that the 
accounts ſhe had heard of his ſingulari- 
ties were all true, and that they had 
proceeded from a diſordered imagina- 
tion; when, taking her hand, he faid 
Will you forgive a ſtranger for aſking 
you a very rude queſtion ? 


Mrs. Laſcells informed him he was 
_ privileged to aſk whatever he. thought 
proper. Then, madam, ſaid he, Is it 
true that you have learnt the art of 
making many hearts ſing with joy, who 
have only the moderate fortune of five 
hundred a year? 
| Mrs. Laſcells informed him that was 
the full extent of her income : add- 
| s 6 _ 
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Hand who beſtowed it. — Then, my 
good lady, ſaid he, I have been thinking 


+, » 
adding, that ſhe was grateful to the 


how much good you might do in the 
world if that fum was doubled : and, as 
I have no child in the worid, nor any 
relations for whom 1 have an affection, 
Jam reſolved to increaſe your income 
to that ſum; and 1 bleſs God that J 
have found out a being who will make 
fo praiſeworthy a uſe of thoſe riches he 
has benevolently con erred upon me, 
which are more than 1 know how to 


_ diſpoſe of. Mrs. Laſcells was for ſome 


moments incapable of replying ; but 
when ſhe did, 1t was to fay that he far 
over-rated her few merits; and to en- 
quire to whom ſhe was indebted for his 
good opinion, 
5 | But 


/ 


Wo 
But before he would make any reply, he 


opened his long gown, and took out of a 
large pocket that was made in it, two or 
three ſheets of parchment, and putting 
on his ſpectacles, he began reading their 
contents: by which Mrs. Laſcells found 
herſelf put into the immediate poſſeſſion 
of an eſtate of five hundred a year. 

As ſoon as he came to the concluſion 
of it, now ſaid he, I'll tell you to whom 
you owe this addition to your fortune ;— 
About a fortnight ago 1 had the misfor- 
tune to loſe an old gardener, who had 
lived with me near forty years; and ſome 
of my people recommended to me a' 
man of the name of Parſons, whom 1 
engaged as his ſucceſſor. As I have a 

_ | | taſte 
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taſte for that employment, I ſpend a 
good deal of my time in my garden, 
And as I faw the fellow was diligent, 
and underſtood his buſineſs, I was pleaſed 
with him, and entered into converſation 
about his private affairs; and in ſhort, 
madam, had his hiſtory from his birth 
to the time that your benevolence re- 
ſtored him to newneſs of life. His gra- 
titude charmed me; and I was reſolved 
to find out if you really were the angel 
he painted you. Accordingly J went, 
I may fay, to every cottage in your 
neighbourhood ; and each voice, both 
old and young, were loud in your praiſe, 
Mr. Hammond the apothecary 1s an old 
friend of mine; and from him I learnt 


what was your real income. I then re- 
folved 


(#35 23 

folved to beſtow part of my own in the 
way I have done :—but you owe me no 
favour, for I have long been anxious to 
know how I ſhould diſpoſe of my pro- 
perty ; and I am greatly rejoiced that I 
have found out ſo worthy an object to 
poſſeſs it. | 


Mrs. Laſcells's emotion upon this 
joyful occaſion, was greater than can be 
conceived ; and ſhe really was incapable 
of expreſſing her gratitude. 


The feelings of Caroline and Matilda 

were leſs ſtrong and overpowering than 
thoſe of their mother ; and they both 
gave the livelieſt teſtimonies of their joy - 
and delight, 


Ms. 


( 1830-1 
Mr. Moreton took each of them in his 
arms, and gave convincing proots that 
his excentricities had not _ proceeded 
from want of feeling. Then, addreſſing 
them in the language of friendſhip, he 
beſought them to follow the example of 
their excellent parent, and remember that 
benevolent actions generally met with 
their reward 1n this world as well as in 
the next. Then riſing from his ſeat and 
ſhaking Mrs. Laſcells with great cordi- 
ality by the hand, requeſted ſhe would 
come and ſpend the following day with 
him; for, ſaid he, do not ſuppoſe that 
I have given away five hundred a year 
without an intereſted motive; for 1 
meant to purchaſe your friendſhip. 
Then embracing each of the children, 
| oe 
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driven home, to enjoy in ſolitude the 
gratification ariſing from ſo generous an 


action. 


This wonderful acquiſition of property 
was ſo unexpected to Mrs, Laſcells, that 
it was ſome time before ſhe could credit 
the reality of it; and the firſt thing ſhe 
did was to retire to her chamber, and 
pour forth her gratitude to that Being 
who had raiſed her up ſo generous a 
friend. 


The only alteration ſhe made in her 
eſtabliſhment was an additional man- 
ſervant; which, as ſhe intended to keep 


a little low chaiſe, ſhe could not do with - 
out, 
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out, as William was not capable of look- 


ing after a horſe; but ſhe had him 
taught gardening; and. by that means 
| ſaved the expence of hiring one occa- 
fionally : as ſhe uſed to obſerve, that as 
Mr. Moreton had made ſuch a liberal 
addition to her income for benevolent 
purpoſes, ſhe would never laviſh it 
away in uſeleſs extravagance. 


CHAP. XII. 


THE morning after this unexpected 
acquiſition of wealth, Betty entered the 
young ladies apartment with a counte- 

= nance 
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nance expreſſive of the ſtrongeſt emo- 
tion, Caroline inſtantly perceived it, 
and enquired the reaſon with a ſolicitude 
of manner that proved how tenderly ſhe 
felt for diſtreſs, though ignorant of its 
cauſe, | | 


The poor girl made no reply; but, 
burſting into a flood of tears, abſolutely 
ſobbed aloud. Matilda jumped out of 
bed in a moment, and throwing her little 
arms round Betty's neck, beſought her 
not 0 cry, whilſt her own tears bore teſ- 


timony of her ſ{yripathy. 


Mrs. Laſcells, who was a very early 
riſer, now entered; and ſeeing Betty in 
ſuch an agony of grief, and both her 

children 


( 149 ) 
children participating in her emotion, 
was inſtantiy alarmed with the idea of 
ſome dreadful intelligence having arrived 
in which ſhe was nearly concerned, ex- 
claimed, Gracious Heaven | have I loſt 


my beloved boy? 


Betty was inſtantly rouſed from her 
own ſorrows by the agonizing tone of 
her miſtreſs's voice, and aſſured her that 
Maſter Laſcells was in good health ; and 


apologized for having alarmed her, 


Mrs. Laſcells, who was always anxi- 
ous to relieve diſtreſs, beſought her ſer- 
vant to compoſe her feelings, and tell 
her whether ſhe could not do any thing 
to relieve her diſtreſs. 5 8 


Oh 


\ 
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Oh no, madam, faid the girl: angel 


as you are, 1t 15 out of your power to do 
me any good ; for I know the law muſt 
take its courſe, Her miſtreſs deſired 
her to fit down and recover herſelf, and 


then deſcribe the circumſtance that af- 
flicted her. 


- 


Poor Betty, after wiping her eyes, 
proceeded as follows: — I think, ma- 
dam, you ſaw Daniel laſt May when he 
called upon me, and may remember 
what a good looking boy he was? Mrs. 
Laſcells replied ſhe did. Well, madam, 
continued ſhe, though he looked ſuch a 
ſweet gentle creature, he always was as 
unruly as a lion; and my poor father and 
mother could make no hand of him. 

He 
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| he had been fo lucky. Well, madam, 


5 ( 142 ) II 
He would neither work nor learn, yet he 
was fo proud, that unleſs he was dreſſed 
better than any boy in the village, he 
would lead his parents the life of a dog. 
At laſt, there was a lady and gentleman 
came from Southampton to ſpend a 
week at the parſon's ; and they ſaw 
Daniel playing at marbles in the-church- 
yard, and was quite taken with his 
beauty, as I may ſay; and ſo they went 
up and talked to him, and found him 
ſuch” an acute lad (for he was always 
very ſharp, madam) that they offered to 
take him home with them : and my 
poor father thought, mayhap, he'd be 
better with ſtrangers than he was with 
friends, and ſo was very glad to think 


he 
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he went; and_his maſter and miſtreſs 


treated him more like their child than a 
ſervant ; but he ſoon grew ſadly idle, 
and got into bad company, and uſed to 
play at cards with a ſet of ſharpers; and 
at laſt, madam, he was wicked enough 
to rob his maſter, who had been ſuch a 
friend to him ; and we have juſt heard 
that he is now lying in gaol for it. God 
knows what will be done with him ; 
but 1 fear it will break his father and 
mother's heart ! — Here the poor crea- 
ture burſt into a freſh agony of grief; 


and it was with the utmoſt difficulty her 


miſtreſs could pacify her. However, 
by promiſing to exert herſelf in the lad's 
favour, ſhe at length ſucceeded: and 
the violence of the poor creature's grief 


was ſoftened into a gentle melancholy. 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Laſcells then deſired her to put 
on her hat and go directly to her father 
and mother, and endeavour to alleviate 
their ſolicitude, by an aſſurance of her 
readineſs to exert herſelf in their ſon's 


behalf. 


As ſoon as the poor girl had left the 
room, ſhe alternately embraced both her 
children, and at the ſame time turned 
up her eyes to Heaven, in ſilent grati- 
tude, to that Being who had beſtowed 
upon them diſpoſitions ſo diametrically 
oppoſite to the one they had juſt heard 
deſcribed ; and addrefling them in the | 
tendereſt accents, ſhe ſaid, I hope, my 


beloved children, the account of that 
unhappy boy's miſerable ſituation, will 
| 2 
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be a leſſon to you to conquer every im- 
proper inclination before it has attained 
an aſcendency, by becoming a habit. 


Had he ſubdued his tendency to idle- 
neſs, though he would not have been an 


amiable, he might have become a uſeful 
member of ſociety ; but, by indulging 
it, you hear to what a ſhocking ſtate he 
has reduced himſelf! and what miſery 


he has brought upon his family! 


Both the children promiſed to do 
every ching in their power to render 
themſelves worthy the affection of ſo 
good a parent; and Matilda ſaid, 1am 
ſure, mamma, I often feel inclined to be 


in a paſſion - but then I always think of 
the time that I tore poor Betty's hand- 


H kerchiet, 
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kerchief, and that makes me get the bet- 
ter of it; and 1 do not believe I ſhall 
ever be. in a paſſion again. 


I am 8 to bear y you make ſo 
praiſeworthy a reſolution, my love, re- 
plied Mrs. Laſcells; for we have only 
to determine to do right, and we ſhall 
never do wrong : for reſt aſſured, our 
evil propenſities are much eaſier ſubdued 
than we are willing to allow. 


At this moment William brought in 
two letters, with foreign poſt marks; 
one addreſſed to Mrs. Laſcells, the other 
to Caroline, whoſe eagerneſs to peruſe 
it was ſo great, that ſhe could hardly 


allow herſelf to break the ſeal. Mrs. 
Laſcdls 


{ wy } 
Laſcells approached, and looked over her 
with an anxious eye, whilſt ſhe read the 
following words: 


* My ever dear Caroline, knew you 
will be glad to hear that we are not only 
ſafe and ſound after our engagement 
with the Dons, but are likely to get ſome- 
thing handſome by them; and then 
you ſhall ſee what fine things I will 
bring you from Gibraltar 


« Oh Caroline, if I could but ſee you, 5 
Matilda, and my dear mamma, I ſhould 
be as happy as the days are long; for 
my uncle is ſo kind to me, you can- 
not think: but every body loves bim; 

Ha and 
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and all the ſailors would lay down their 


lives for him. 


« Oh my dear Caroline, you cannot 
think what a ſhocking thing a ſea-fight 


is! but I won't. talk about it now it is 
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over, and, thank God, we had only three 
men killed and ſeven wounded. 


% 


ce Gibraltar, I aſſure you, is a very nice 


place; and my uncle always takes me 


with him when he goes to ſee the go- 
vernor: and we never go on ſhore but 


he buys me ſomething new. 


« ] ſuppoſe Matilda has broke her 
doll long before this: but tell her not to 


mind it, for I can buy her plenty more. 
1 I wiſh 


( 149 
{ with T could ſend you ſome of my 
money, for I have ſuck a pocket-full ! 


Tell my dear mamma I ſhall write 
to her next time the packet goes out; 
but pray kiſs her for me again and again, 
and do the ſame to my pretty play-thing, 
Matilda; for I ſhall put a hundred 
kiſſes into my letter. 


r hope Betty, Martha, and Wil- 
liam are all well; and that Dame John- 
ſon wraps herſelf up in the ſhawl [ 
bought her. Remember me to them: 
all. 

« My uncle is writing to my mam 
ma; but he bids me tell you that he 

| H-3. loves 


4 
loves you both very dearly, and has 
bought you ſome very pretty things; 
but I muſt not ſay what they are. 

The boat is waiting to take the let - 
ters to the poſt, ſo I muſt fay Good-bye. 


God bleſs you my dear, dear Caro» 
line : nobody loves you fo well as I do, 
unleſs it is mamma and Matilda: and 
I hope you will always continue to love 
your affectionate brother, 

«© MorTiMeR LasCELLS.” 


CHAP. 
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Tux peruſal of Mortimer's epiſtle af- - 
forded, the higheſt ſatisfaction to the 
whole party; and then Mrs. Laſcells 
broke the ſea! of her brother” 8, and had 
the ſatisfaction of reading a moſt fa- 
vourable account of her ſon's conduct.— 
Juſt as ſhe concluded this letter, ſhe - 
perceived Mr. Moreton's carriage ap- 


proach; who deſcended from it with 
ſuch an air of cheerfulneſs and good 
humour, as muſt have rendered his 
company pleaſing to thoſe who owed 
him no gratitude: but to Mrs. Laſcells 

80 by 7 hub 
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he could not fail of being the moſt 


welcome gveſt. 


He entered with all the familiarity of 
an old acquaintance z and, taking her 
by the hand, ſaid, I am come to beg a 
favour of you, my dear Madam, and 
muſt not be refuſed. You muſt know 
that this is my birth-day, and I have a: 
mind to give the young folks a treat ; 
and as my old woman has got all things 


ready, the ſooner we ſet off the better. 


Mrs. Laſcells acceded to the propoſal ; 
and making a flight alteration in her 
dreſs, was ready to attend her benefactor 


in leſs than half an hour. 


Caro- 


1 


Caroline and Matilda were more di- 


verted with the noyelty of going to the 


houſe of ſo ſtrange- looking a gentle- 


man, than with the expectation of the 


promiſed entertainment; but when they 
arrived upon the lawn, they were aſto- 
niſhed at beholding the four little Ham- 
monds and the three Lumleys aſſem 
bled there before them. | 
Lou thought, I ſuppoſe; faid the old 
gentleman, perceiving their ſurprize, 
that I was a crabbed old fellow, whom 
no one would aſſociate with; but I love 


the ſociety of children, and always cons © * 


trive to get acquainted with them; and 
if you had been nearer to me, I ſhbuld - 
have found you out long ago; however; . 

1: & ] hope, 
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J hope, tho' our acquaintance has been 
ſhort, our friendſhip will be long. But 
I am an odd looking being, and fancy 
that 1s the reaſon they & * me down as a 
madman. 


When the children entered the gar- 
den, they were delighted at beholding 
a marquee erected on the bowli ng green, 
and a table ſpread, which was filled with :, 
variety of fruits and cakes; and-a large 
bowl of cream ſet in the middle of it. 


The firſt thing Charles Hammond 

did, was to put his finger into the cream, 

and then ſuck it ; and when. his ſiſter - 

Emily corrected him for it, he ran up 

40 her, and gave her a box on the ear; 
which, 


JJ 
which, like a ſenſible little girl, ſne 
never noticed; but going up to Caro. 
line, ſaid, I hope Miſs Laſcells, you'll 
excuſe my brother's behaviour: but he 
has always lived with my -grand-papa, - 
who never would have him contradicted $ 
and though he is only come home to 
paſs a fortnight with us, yet he really be- 
haves in ſuch a manner, that we are - 
aſhamed of him. | 


++6.as 


By this time Mrs. Butler, the old 
houſekeeper, came up, and began help- 
ing them to whatever they made choice 
of; but, inſtead of Charles waiting to 
be aſked, he drew the diſhes towards 
him, and picked the fineſt fruit out of 

| „ each, 
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each, mk he crammed i into his mouth 


in the moſt voracious manner. i 


When they had gniſhed their regale, 
Mrs. Butler deſired the footman to bring 
the fiſhing-rods and the bowls; and in- 
formed the young ladies ſhe would ſhow. 
them a very nice ſwing. IP 

Charles took the firſt. rod that was: 
brought, without aſking any of the 
young ladies whether they chaſe that 
amuſement; and, upon his little brother. 
Edward taking hold of the line, he gave 
him ſo violent a blow on the head, that 
he almoſt tumbled the child into the. 
ſtream. He had not thrown. in his line. 
above four times before he had a bite, 
and 


Cn 
and caught a little roach but in taking 


the hook from its mouth, he ran it into 
his fingers; which ſo exaſperated him 
againſt the poor little creature, that he 


tore out its gills, and then daſhed it 
againſt a poſt that. was near him. 


Mr. Moreton approached unperceived; 
juſt as he had committed this unheard 
of act of barbarity ; and catching him 
by the collar, gave him five or: fix 
hearty: ſtrokes acroſs the ſhoulders with 
a cane he fortunately had in his hand; 
and dragging him towards the houſe, 
called to his ſervant, and deſired him to 
take him home ; declaring he would noa 
have a boy of his difpoſition come with- 
in his doors for five hundred guineas. 
The 


(s) 

The violent noiſe he made, was ab 
ſolutely enough to raiſe the neighbour- 
hood: and Mr. and Mrs. Hammond 
met the ſervant when they had got | 
about half-way from home. Shocked | 
at the aceount of his ſon's" behaviour, 
Mr. Hammond determined to turn 
Back with him, and lock him up in a 
f. pare apartment, from an apprehenſion of « 
his committing: ſome outrage during his 
abſence; and when he arrived at Mr. 
Moreton's, that gentleman took him by ; 
the hand, and ſaid, My dear friend, I | 
really think you one of the moſt un- 
fortunate men alive; for that boy of 
yours will, I much fear; live to make | 
your heart ach! God take him, God 
take him, continued he, in a hurried 
tone 
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tone of voice, or I doubt he'll bring 
diſgrace on you all! 


Dinner was announced, which fortu- 
nately gave a turn to the converſation; 
and Mr. Moreton took the utmoſt pains 
to make the time paſs-pleaſantly. . Tea 
was ordered early; and the moment it 
was ended, they were agreeably ſurprized 
by the ſound of a violin, and tabor and 
pipe. The young folks inſtantly 
crowded round the muſicians ; and the. 
dancing ſoon commenced. 


At eight o'clock a variety of refreſh- - 7 
ments were ſpread upon the table in the 
marquee ; and as Charles was not of the 
party, every thing was conducted with 


propriety. h 
When 
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When ſupper. was ended, the ſervant 


entered with a large ſilver waiter in his 


hand, covered with a variety of the moſt: 
elegant trinkets, and followed by his 
maſter with two little bags, one for the 
ladies, and the other for the gentlemen, 


filled with pieces of paper, on vhich were 


written the names of the ſrnkred? articles 


Which were handed round for general 


inſpection; ; whilſt Mr. Moreton defired ; 


each to put their hands into-the bag and 
then ſee what belonged to them. Caroline 
drew a very elegant F rench .grey purſe;. 
with ſilver taflels, and a Queen Ann's- 
half crown at each end; Matilda had a 
beautiful embroidered white ſattin houſe: - 
wife, with knife, ſciffars, and pencil in it; 
Emily Hammond drew a pocket-book ; 
| . 
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her ſiſter Charlotte a work-bag ; and 
Harriet Lumley a gold thimble; 
William Lumley drew a ſhagreen-caſe 
with mathematical inſtruments in it; 
his brother, Henry, an elegant pocket- 
ink-ſtand with a filver pen; and little 
Edward Hammond a diſſected map of 
Europe, in a mahogany caſe. 


It would be difficult to determine 
whether Mr. Moreton or his gueſts ex- 
_ periepced the greateft ſenſation of de- 
light for he ſeemed to participate in 
the happineſs of each individual: and 
when the hour of ſeparation arrived, 
promiſed them a repetition of the ſame 
amuſement the following year, if his life 
Was lengthened to that period. 


During. 


(0162) 
During che time Mr. Moreton had 
been diverting himſelf with the young 
folks, Mrs. Laſcells took the opportu- 
nity of aſking Mr. Hammond ſome 
queſtions reſpecting her benefactor; 
for, tho he had lived ſo many years in 
the neighbourhood, ſhe was a ſtranger to 
his perſon until he introduced himſelf 
in the manner before deſcribed.. 


I Mr. Hammond informed her, that: 
all he knew of Mr. Moreton was, that 
he was a man of large fortune, and no 
near connexions; who from having fre- 
quently been duped by artful deſigning 
characters, had taken the reſolution of 
avoiding ſociety; and had lived four 
years within a quarter of a mile of Mr. 

| Ham- 


C 
Hammond, without any intercourſe pafl- 
ing between them. But a ſevere and 
dangerous illneſs had brought on an ac- 
quaintance both with him and Mr. 
Lumley the curate, tho' it was the firſt 
time either of them had dined in his 
houſe. He concluded, by ſaying that 
his generoſity was unbounded ; and in- 6 
formed her that he paid the ſchooling 
both of his and Mr. Lumley's children 
ever ſince there had been any degree of 
intimacy between them. 
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ALTHO' Mrs. Laſcells had paſſed 
the day in ſo pleaſing a manner, ſhe had. 

not been forgetful of poor Betty's ſor- 

| rows: and knowing the aſſizes were to 


be in-the following week, ſhe thought. 


there was no time to be loft. She there-- 


fore named the circumſtance to Mr.. 


Moreton, Mr. Lumley, and Mr. Ham- 


mond; and each of them promiſed. to: 
do all they could in the affair: and as- 
the latter gentleman had a flight ac- 


guaintance with Mr, Wallace (the boy's. 
maſter ) he thou ght the beſt plan would 
be 
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be to write to him, The account that 
gentleman gave of his behaviour during 
his reſidence in the family, was ſo much 
to his diſadvantage, that Mrs. Laſcells 
feared all endeavours to preferve his 
life would be ineffectual; however, by 
the uncommon exertion of Mr. More- 
ton, the ſentence was mitigated to tranſ- 
portation : and the poor girl's gratitude 
was inexpreſlible ! 


The noble addition which the worthy 
Mr. Moreton had made to Mrs. Laſ- 
cells's income, enabled her greatly to 
extend the influence of her benevolence: 
and it was but for the unfortunate to 
diſcloſe their wants, and they were af- 
fired of finding them relieved. If ſick, 

| | the 
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the was their phyſician; if unhappy, 
their conſoler; and in either fituation 
their tender friend? | 


She had long purchaſed a ſmall low 
fovr-wheeled chaiſe, in which, accom- 
panied by her lovely children, ſhe uſed 
to drive round, and pay her daily vifits 
of benevolerice and humanity. It was 
on an excurſion of this nature that ſhe 
was overtaken. by Mr. Moreton, whoſe 
agitated countenance and embarraſſed 
manner, too plainly evinced the ſitua- 
tion of his mind. 


Mrs. Laſcells inſtantly perceived it; 
and, accoſting him in a tone of ſympa- 
thy and tenderneſs, anxiouſly enquired 

1 into 
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into the cauſe of his diſtreſs. The queſ- 
tion ſeemed to augment the ſolicitude it 
was mtended to decreaſe; and, in a he- 
ſitating voice, he replied, We are born 
to trouble, my dear friend, as the ſparks 
fly upwards:; and too often the beſt of 
us have the largeſt portion: but let us 
go home, and then you ſhall know the 
cauſe of my affliction. N 


Mrs. Laſcells turned the horſe; and 
the little girls looked with anxious coun- 
tenances alternately at their mamma and 
friend, without uttering a word to either. 


As they entered the breakfaſt- parlour 
Mrs. Laſcells perceived the countenance 
of Mr. Moreton ſo extremely pallid, that 
ſhe 
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ſhe really was fearful. he would faint; 
and ſhe ran up ſtairs to fetch ſome la- 
vender - drops, when. the worthy man 


took that opportunity to defire the chil- 
dren to leave their mamma and him by 
themſelves. 

As ſoon as they had quitted the apart- 
ment, he cloſed the door, and then, 
taking Mrs. Laſcells by the hand, he 
preſſed it with violence, without being 
able to articulate a ſyllable. At length 
he gave a deep groan, and ſaid, great 
God enable me to ſoften the blow ! 


The expreſſion made its way to the 
Heart of Mrs. Laſcells; and in a tre- 
mulous tone of voice, ſhe exclaimed, 

Gracious 


( 169 ) 
Gracious Heaven! And is it for me 
thar your generous nature has ſuf- 
fered ſo acutely! — Oh my boy! 
my deareſt Mortimer] and have I loſt 
thee! for ever, ever loſt thee ! — Here 
the colour forſook her cheeks, and a 
univerſal trembling ſeized her frame; 
but ſtill her ſenſations remained acute, 
and her miſery for ſome moments 
ſeemed inſupportable. During this pa- 
roxyſm of grief Mr. Moreton neither at. 
tempted to ſooth nor conſole her; but 
as ſoon as it was a little abated, he made 
uſe of every argument that religion could 
ſuggeſt, or tenderneſs deviſe, to recon- 
cile her to the decree of Providence; 
and, in two or three hours, had ſo far 
ſucceeded as to inform her of the par. 


ticulars of the melancholy event: but 
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as the ſeemed inclined to indulge an 
idea that there might be ſome error in 
Mr. Moreton's intelligence, he took a 
news-paper from his pocket, and read 


the following account 


e Tt is with the moſt heartfelt con- 


cern that we are obliged to announce to 


the public the loſs of greateſt part of the 
Mediterranean fleet by a violent ſtorm, 


which happened on the 5th of Novem- 


ber. To add to this misfortune, we are 


ſorry to ſay that the Admiral's ſhip was 
of the number of thoſe which experi- 
enced it greateſt fury; for it is believed 
that not one life was ſaved out of the 
hole crew. By this calamity the navy 


Has loſt one of its chief ſupports, and 


humanity 


. 
R \ | . . 5 
humanity one of its choiceſt votaries; 
for in Admiral Mortimer were united 


all the qualities that could render him 
eſtimable as a commander and amiable 


das a man.“ 


This too fatal proof of her misfortune, 
Mrs. Laſcells heard with the ſtrongeſt 
ſymptoms of emotion ; and after fitting 
cotally filent for a few minutes, ſhe ſaid, 
if ie is not caxing your friendſhip too far, 
my dear fir, might I aſk you to take 
upon yourſelf the painful office of in- 
forming my children of the dreadful 
blow that has fallen upon us; for 


until I can ſubdue my own feelings, I 
ſhould but increaſe cheir diſtreſs. Mr. 
Moreton's greateſt trial was over; and 
by 122 he 
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he willingly undertook the office, whilſt 
Mrs. Laſcells retired to her apartment, 
and in a poſture of humiliation, ſolicited 
ſtrength of mind to ſupport her misfor. 
tune, from that Being who alone could 
-beſtow it, 


Tho' Caroline and Matilda were con- 
cerned at perceiving their friend's ſpirits 
ſo thoroughly depreſſed, yet when they 
got into their own apartment, the one 
applied to her book, and the other to her 
muſic, and his ſorrows were forgotten ; 
but when he opened the door, and they 
diſcovered he had been weeping, their 
ſympathy was inſtantly excited; and, 
taking his hand, they each 1 a 
Kiſs upon it. 

| Although 
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Although Mr. Moreton communi-/ 
eated his melancholy intelligence with 
the utmoſt tenderneſs and caution, yet 


the violence of their emotion abſolutely 
alarmed. him. Caroline went into a 
. ſtrong hyſteric ; and Matilda cried until 
ſhe could ſcarcely ſee out of her eyes! 
Perceiving they indulged rather than 
reſtrained their feelings,. he told them, 
if they went on ſo, they would have 
a- much greater calamity to mourn than 
the preſent ; for they certainly would 
be the death of their mamma, who al- 
ready was ſo deeply affected, that he did 
not well know what might be the conſe- 
quence: but it was in their power either 
to raiſe her ſpirits, or deſtroy her 
health, | 
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. Rovwſed to a ſenſe of what was abe to. 
ſo amiable a parent, each endeavoured 
to ſubdue her own emotions: and when. 
they met their mamma, inſtead of add- 
ing to her affliction by an indulgence 
of their ſorrows, they ſuppreſſed it in 
her preſence; and by the moſt delicate 
attention. to her wiſhes and happineſs, 
convinced her that ſhe till poſſeſſed two 
ineſtimable treaſures. 
This praiſeworthy conduct had the 
happieſt effect; and tho' Mrs. Laſcells 
mourned her loſs with the ſincereſt af- 
ſliction, yet, by occupying her mind and 
engaging her attention, ſhe ſoon ſub- 
dued che violence of her emotion. 


N Caroline 


2 


8 


Caroline and Matilda never men- 


tioned their brother in her preſence: 
but when they were together, their 
greateſt happineſs * conſiſted in talking 
over his virtues, and lamenting his loſs. 


About ſix weeks had elapſed ſince the 
melancholy intelligence had arrived, 
| when Mrs, Laſcells ſent for Mr. Maſon 
the ſtatuary, to give direction- for a 
ſimple white marble urn; on the baſe 
of which the following lines were to be 
engraved:— 


— 


14 
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To the mich loved Memory of Mortimer 

' Laſeells, who was ſhipwrecked on the 
Coaft of Barbary, November the 5 ih, 
1797, Hoo Fourteen. 


This humble urn no form contains, 
But rais'd a tribute. dear 
To one whole ever-loy*d remains 


Demands a parent's tear, : 


Dear prop, on which my widow'd heart 
With fondnefs turn'd to reſt, 
Had I but ſeen the piercing dart 

_ Impreſs thy gentle breaſt, | 


| ( 1197 3) 
Or had I clos'd thoſe lovely eyes, 
And felt thy parting breath, 
Or ſeen thy ſpirit ſeek the ſkies, , 
I then had borne thy death 


With reſignation to that Hand 
| Who dealt the fatal blow, 
Nor murmur'd at the dread command 
That caus'd my tears to flow ! 


But ah ! no mother's anxious care- 
Receiv'd thy laſt fad ſigh; 
The roaring billows ſhook the air, 


Extending mountains high. 


And oh! the deep and turgid wave 
Inclos'd thy much lov'd form; 
And ev'ry charm that virtue gave 


Fell victim to the ſtorm ! — 
1 5 Oe 


| ( s) | 

On the evening of the day that Mrs. 
Laſcells had given the above lines to- 
Mr. Maſon, as ſhe was fitting by the 
drawing-room fire, with her friend Mr.. 
Moreton, and her two little girls, they 
were rouſed by the noiſe of a poſt- chaiſe 
driving with great velocity over the 


pavement in the front of the houſe. 


Caroline ran to the window, but had: 
fcarcely reached it when ſhe gave a vio- 
lent ſhriek, and exclaimed, My bro- 
ther! my brother! — Mrs. Laſcells's 
ſenſations were totally overpowered A 
and ſhe was unable to move: but this 
agony of hope, fear, and aſtoniſhment. 
was ſoon relieved by the door flying 
open, and her beloved ſon throwing 

himſelf 
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himſelf i into her arms, and exclaiming, 
Oh my mother my dear, dear mother! 
He was inſtantly followed by the Ad- 
miral, whoſe emotions, when he beheld: 
the affecting ſcene, were little inferior 
0 thoſe of his amiable ſiſte. 


The account that was received of the 
ſeverity of the ſtorm had been greatly 
magnified: and as the fleet had been 
driven far out to ſea, and no veſtige 
of them could be diſcovered, it was ap- 
prehended they were all gone to the 
bottom. 


As ſoon as Mrs. Laſcells had a little 
recovered from the ſurprize and joythat - 
had almoſt deprived her of the F 

E of 
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of recollection, ſhe introduced Mr, 
Moreton to her brother as her friend 
and benefactor; then calling the chil- 
dren out of the room, ſhe deſired them 
to change their ſable apparel with the 
utmoſt expedition. The ſervants did 
the ſame, and in leſs than half an hour 
this houſe of mourning was turned into 
a. houſe of joy |. 


When they entered the drawing-room - 
they were ſurprized at hearing Mr. 
Moreton had taken leave; ut had left 
word he ſhould be back in a little time. 
Inleſs than an hour the village-bells began. 
ringing, and bonfires were ſeen blazing 

in different places ; and, ſoon after the 
f author 
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author of this public. rejoicing returned 
with his chaiſe half. filled with fire works, 
and accompanied by Mr. Hammond 
and Mr. Lumley, whom he had called 


upon to impart the joyful intelligence. 


Mrs. Laſcells would have been better 
pleaſed to have paſſed the evening with- 
out any of thoſe public demonſtrations 
of joy; but when ſhe perceived the 
pleaſure it afforded the young folks; 
and the worthy Mr. Moreton, ſhe no- 
longer conſidered her own wiſhes ; and 
entered into their ſchemes with as much 
vigour as if they had. accorded with: 
her own inclination. It was paſt twelve 
o'clock before the gentlemen took their 
leave. 

As 


— 


As ſoon as*they were gone, the ſer- 
vants were ſummoned to their accuſtom- 
ed evening - devotion, and joined their 
miſtreſs in grateful acknowledgments 
to that Being who had ſo wonderfully 
preſerved the life of her child, and ſo 
unexpectedly reſtored him to her affec- 
tionate embraces, when ſhe had ima- 


gined they were departed for ever. - 


* 


Mere 


THE next morning Mortimer and his 
ſiſters roſe at an early hour, with an in- 
tention 


( 183 F | 
tention of walking to Dame Johnſon's; 
who they imagined had not heard of 
their happineſs; but they had only 
croſſed two fields when they perceived” 
the old woman hobbling towards them. 
The moment the eſpied them ſhe quick- 
ened her pace, and ſeizing Mortimer 
by the hand (who ran up to her) alter- 
nately kiſſed it, and bathed it with her 
tears, bleſſing God at the ſame time for 
her having lived to ſee that day. They 
inſi ted upon her going home with them; 
and Mortimer walked by her ſide, and 
related his adventures for her amuſe- 


ment. 


When they arrived within ſight of the 
kouſe, they were unexpectedly delighted 
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by perceiving all the Sunday-ſchool chil- 
dren approaching 1 it, and could not ima- 


gine what had occaſioned their viſit; 
however they ſoon found that Mrs, 
Warren, their miſtreſs, had ſummoned 
them all to offer their congratulations to 
their benefactreſs upon the unexpected 
return of her beloved ſon. 


Mrs. Laſcells was fo delighted at this 
proof of feeling and propriety in a per- 
ſon of Mrs. Warren's deſcription, that 
ſhe reſolved to do her endeavours to re- 
compenſe her for it, by making the day 
a pleaſant one; and, after expreſſing her 
obligation for the attention ſhe had paid 
her, declared her reſolution of keeping 

| the 
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the children, and giving them an enter 
tainment. Accordingly William was ſent 
over to Wincheſter with a little cart, to 
purchaſe proviſion for ſo large a party; 
and Mrs. Warren and Dame Johnſon 
both ſat themſelves down to aſſiſt the 
maids in picking plumbs, whilſt Caro- 
line and Matilda made the little girls 
quite happy by a ſight of their "_ 
and their playhouſe. 


- As ſoon as breakfaſt was over, Mr. 
Moreton paid Mrs. Laſcells a viſit : and 
hearing the children were to dine there, 
went home directly to order Parſons 
to gather all the ſtrawberries that were 
ripe; and as the beds were Very. large, 


betore dinner-time he had collected 
above: 
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above two gallons, ſo that all the chil- 


dren (though they were five-and-twenty) 
had quite a handſome plateful. 


Juſt as they were fi ning down to din- 
ner, an elegant carriage drove up to 
the door ; and Mrs, Seymour and Char- 
Jotte alighted from: it, to pay their com- 
pliments upon Mortimer $ arrival. 


Caroline, who had felt much morti- 
fied at being obliged to leave her little 
humble gueſts, juſt as they were in the 
height of their felicity, .aſked her friend. 
to accompany her 1 into the kitchen, * 
ſce. them at dinner. 


- 


6 
Curioſity induced Charlotte to com- 
ply; but as ſoon as ſhe entered ſhe took 
out her lavender-water bottle, and be- 
gan pouring a quantity of it upon her 
handkerchief and holding it to her noſe; 
which Caroline perceiving, exclaimed, 
My dear Charlotte, I am fearful you are 
Hl! for Heaven's ſake tell me what 1 thalt 
get you 
Oh no, replied Charlotte, with a tofs 
of the head, I am vaſtly well, my dear; 
but the horrid effluvia that always iſſues 
from theſe common creatures, would 
quite overcome me if I was not to over- 
power it by the aid of a little perfume: 
and I really am aſtoniſhed, continued: 
ſhe, that you and Matilda are not de- 
voured. 
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voured by diſeaſe, for you muſt abſo- 
tutely breathe infectious air! But what 
in the world can all theſe little wretches 
be aſſembled for here to-day ? Poſi- 
tively, one would think Mrs. Laſcells 
kept an ordinary for mendicants, to bo- 
bold this group E 


Caroline, who had never had ſuch an 
inſtance before of Miſs Seymour's pride 
and inhumanity, was abſolutely ſo aſto- 
niſhed at firſt, that ſhe was unable to re- 
ply; but, feeling herſelf piqued as well 
as hurt, ſhe ſaid, I am very ſorry, Char- 
lotte, J ſhould have ſo little known your 
_ diſpoſition as to ſuppoſe a ſight like this 
could afford you pleaſure ; but I think 
il it had not amuſed, it need not have 
| provoked: 
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provoked you; and though you may 
be too proud to mix with ſuch ſociety, 


you certainly ought to be too well-bred 
to inſult them. 


At that moment Mrs. Seymour ſum- 
moned her daughter to depart; and 
Charlotte hurried out of the room with- 


out making any reply to Caroline's ob- 
ſervations. 


A variety of viſitors ſucceeded Mrs. 
Seymour; and Caroline could not res 
turn to her little gueſts until paſt four 
o'clock. Admiral Mortimer who went 
out on horſeback with his nephew, juſt 
as Mrs. Warren and her little group 
arrived, now returned, and, emptying 

| his 
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his pockets, produced ſeveral pieces off 


different coloured ribbons. 
My dear brother, exclaimed Mrs. Laſ- 
cells, at beholding the table covered 
with finery at her entrance, What in the 
world .have you got there? Are you 
going to tu rn haberdaſher? 


as 


Yes, faith, I am, replied the. Admiral 
and the pretty dears ſhall all come and 
buy of me after dinner; and then the 
little rogues will have what they like, 
for I bought all kinds, that they oo 
Pick and chuſe. 


| Accordingly, as ſoon as the cloth was 
removed, and he had drank two or 
three 
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three glaſſes of wine, he defired Matilda 
would fetch him a little baſket ; and 


throwing all the ribbons into it, went 
ſinging into the kitchen, 


Who'll buy my ribbons? ſome blue 

| and ſome red: 

Who'll buy my ribbons? to put on 

their head. | 

Come buy my fine ribbons, my pretty 
maids fair, 

To dreſs out your caps, and make bows 


for your hair. 


The freedom and jocularity of his man - 
ner, inſtantly baniſhed all conſtraint ; 
and the children began running and 


Jumping about him, notwithſtanding 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Warren's endeavours to convince 


them of his Honour's conſequence. Any 


check to their mirth quite provoked 
him: and putting his hand into his 
baſket and taking out one of the gayeſt 
figures it contained, he thruſt it into 
Mrs. Warren's lap, defiring her to leave 


the room, and not interfere with their 


ſport ; then calling them one by one, 
he diſtributed fix yards to each, accord- 


ing to the colours they choſe; and 


what remained he divided amongſt the 


{ervants. 


| Suſan, the cook, who was very good- 
natured, and very fond of children, had 
exerted herſelf more than uſual; for, 


upon her miſtreſs having expreſſed a 


wiſh 
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wiſh that ſhe had deſired William to 
have brought ſome buns from Wincheſ- 
ter, ſhe offered to make them; and at 
ſeven o'clock five-and-twenty plumb- 


buns were ready for their ſupper. | 
When Mrs. Warren took her leave, | 
Mrs. Laſcells flipped a guinea into her 4 
hand ; defiring her to remember that, 0 
the anniverſary of that day was always 9 
to be ſpent in the ſame manner. This 
was joyful intelligence to the little ruſ- 
tics; and they all went home delighted 
with their day's amuſement, antici- — 
pating the pleaſure of its return. | [ | 
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CHAP. XVII. 


| ADMIRAL MorTiMER and his ne- 
eficw had been retu red from the 
Mediterranean about ſix weeks, when he 
fourid himſelf attacked with a liver-com- 


plaint, which he had been many years 


ſubject to, but had never felt with fuch 
A degree of violence; and which now 


baffled the {ill of the phyſicians, 


If he had experienced a lively degree 


of affection for Mortimer when he was 
in health, the conſtant attention he re- 
ceived from him when he was deprived 


of 


| TR. 
of that valuable bleſſing, increaſed & - 
to ſo lively a degree of tenderneſs, 'that 
he could not bear him out of his fight; 
and when he was in the moſt violent pa- 
roxyſms of pain, any proofs of his ſym- 
pathy would make him appear to n 
his tortures. 


Mortimer's diſtreſs at the idea of 
loſing his friend and benefa&or, wan 
greater than can be imagined ; and it 
was with the utmoſt difficulty that Mrs. 
Laſcells could perſuade him to leave 
his bed - ſide to take that degree of exer« 
ciſe that was neceſſary for the preſerva- 

tion of his health: and even whilſt 
walking, be would always take a volume 
of the Spectator, Rambler, or Guar- 
K 2 dian, 


$ 9 
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dian, in his pocket, and ſele& ſome ſtory 
from them, the relation of. which he 
thought might amuſe his uncle when 


he returned, 


. Poor Admiral Mortimer bad been 
confined to his bed upwards of two 
months, when, finding his ſtrength de- 
creaſe and his'diſcaſe- augment, he ad- 
dreſſed his nephew, whom he perceived 
had been weeping, in the following 


words: — 


. & ] have long, my dear fellow, been 
convinced that the time was drawing 
nigh. apace when T ſhould fail to the 
harbour of peace; and as I have found 


the ſea within thele few days rougher 
than 
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than uſual, it is not unlikely but I may 
reach my port to-night: yet, when 1 
think of leaving you, my boy, I confeſs 
F with to weather the ſtorm a little 
longer, though I truſt I ſhall meet with 
no rough gales in the other country, for 
1 never injured any man, and have done 
all the good in my power. I love my 
king; and would have died for my 
country: and as to you, my deareſt 
lad, continued he, preſſing, the hand that 
was between his, I would have ſhed the 
laſt drop of my blood in your defence. 
— Whilſt he ſaid this, his voice fal- 
tered, and the tear of ſenſibility trickled 
down his manly cheek. 


Mrs. Laſcells, perceiving his emotion, 


|  beſought him not to agitate his feelings; 
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and expreſſed her hopes that he would 


remain with them many years. longer. 


No, my dear Caroline, replied he, that 
is impoſſible; I feel it is ; but I have 
regulated all my affairs ſo, as to give 
you very little trouble when I am gone: 
and, as to my beloved Mertimer, I have 
convinced him of my regard more fully | 


than by words. And now, continued 


he, I have only to fay, that if I had lived, 
it would have been my pride to have 
made him the beſt ſailor in his Majeſty's 
ſervice ; but as I am going, and he will 
have no one to puſh him forward, 1 
would have him follow his own incli- 
nation and your wiſhes, and never go 


to fea again, unleſs it is his own abſolute: 


choice, 
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choice, for my money will make as goed 
a landman of him as my experience 
would a ſea one; for he has already 
proved both his ſenſe and his duty, and 
now he ought to pleaſe himſelf. | 
This little exertion quite overpowered 
the poor Admiral's ſtrength and ſpirits, 
and he ſunk upon his pillow quite ex- 

hauſted. Mortimer's agitation at the- 
light, was ſo violent, that he was ob- 

liged to quit the room. 


When Mortimer re- entered the apart- 
ment, he found that his uncle had fallen 
into a gentle ſleep; and the delightful 
idea of his recovery took immediate 


9 of his mind. But chis tran- 
* 4 | kend 
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fent inumination of j joy, which was ra- 
ther the child of hope than probability, 
was ſoon diſperſed by the dark gloom of 
diſappointment; for upon Doctor Simp- 
ſon's arrival, he informed Mrs. Lafcells 
that the lamp of life was nearly ex- 
hauſted; and that he did not think her 
brother could ſurvive until the follew- 


ing day. 


The childrens grief at this intelligence 
was of the moſt violent nature; and it 
was with the utmoſt difficulty that Mrs, 
Laſcells convinced them their conduct 
muſt be offenſive to that Being” who 
gives us life, and has a right to recall 
it. But, from their infancy, they had 
been taught to regulate their feelings 
708 * to 
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to their duty; and the very idea of a= 
ing wrong was always ſufficient to make 
them do right. 

Mortimer was very anxious to remain 
in his uncle's room all night; but Mrs. 
Laſcells objected, and he ſubmitted: 
he therefore went to bed, and fell aſleep 

ſoon after; but awaking about two 
o'clock, he crept ſoftly to the door of 
his uncle's apartment. All was ſtill and 
filent as the night ; — which occaſioned 
an univerſal tremor to ſeize his frame; 
and it was with the utmoſt difficulty he 
could turn the lock of the door. But 
when he entered, what, a trial was there 
for his fortitude, and what an exertion 
for his feelings! for the friend of his 
| K 5 infancy, 
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K 
infancy, and the benefactor of liis youth, 
was loſt to kim for ever! 


Mrs. Laſcells, who was in the adjoins 
ing room, alarmed by his ſobs and 
wounded' by. his lamentations, ſoftly 
entered ; and leading him from the me. 
lancholy ſpectacle, ſoothed his agitation 
by expreſſions of tenderneſs and con- 


j dolence. 


At the expiration of a week the fu- 
neral was conducted without either pa- 
N | geantry or expence; and Mrs. Laſcells 
[ and her children, contrary to the cuſtom 
of faſhionable refinement, paid the laſs: 


duties to his loved remainz. 


Upon 
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Upon examining the will, Mrs. Laſ- 


cells found her brother's fortune amount 
ed to much more than ſhe had expected. 
Mortimer was left property in the funds 
to the amount of ten thouſand pounds; 
Mrs. Laſcells a legacy of three thou- 
dand; and her little girls one thouſand. . 
each; five hundred to be divided 
amongſt his ſhip's crew; and the ſame 

farm to four poor ſailors widows, whom 
he had for many years nearly ſupported, 

to be ſunk in an annuity t w/o hundred 
to old Stephen, a fervant who had lived 
with him five-and-twenty years; and- 


three hundred to the poor of the pariſh, | 


\ When Mrs. Laſcells found her ſor 
ſo amply provided for, and reflected 
| upon 
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upon the anguiſh ſhe bad endured at a 
ſeparation from him, ſhe reſolved upon 
his not going to ſea again, unleſs it was 


his own particular choice: at the ſame 
time determined he ſhould follow ſome 
profeſſion, knowing that idleneſs is the 
nurſe of vice, and the parent of folly and 
weakneſs. | 
When Mortimer was informed of his 
own good fortune and his parent's in- 
clination, he felt grateful for the one, 
and determined to follow the other; 
and told her that, though at firſt he had 
an averſion to the ſea, yet by a little reſo- 
lution, he had entirely conquered it; and 
if his uncle had lived, ſhould have pre- 
ferred the navy to every other profeſſion; 
* but 
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but as he is gone, my dear nin, 
faid that- amiable boy, L have now only 
to ſtudy your inclination and happineſs ; 
and therefore whatever you propoſe I 
ſhall joyfully follow. Indeed, that mode 
of life which would have been happi- 
neſs to me with him, would be miſery 
without him; for it would be continu- 
ally recalling to my mind the loſs ] have 
fuſtainet. 


Mrs. Laſcells was particularly partial 


to the church; and finding her ſon 
had no diſlike to that mode of life, a 
private tutor was immediately engaged 
to aſſiſt in perfecting him for the uni- 
verſity; and Mortimer's aſſiduity was 


as great in preparing for the duties of 
his: 
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his new profeſſion as it had been 1h ac- 
quiring Kill in his old one; and his time 
was ſpent in promoting the happineſs 
of his family, and in the improvement 
of his own mind. 
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«from the German of Sturm, 3 vols. cuts, 10s. 6d. 


16. The Travels of Anacharſis the Younger 

an Greece, abridged from the French of Barthele- 

my, with beautiful Plates, &c. by Richter, 9s. 
boards, or on fine vellum paper, 108. 6d. 


- 15. Extraordinary Adventures of Donald 
Campbell, Eſq. of Barbreck, in an overland jour- 
ney to the Eaſt Indies, 38. 6d. | 

18. Plutarch's Lives, ſomewhat abridged, by 
Oliver Goldſmith, 7 vols. 18mo, with 63 plates, 
price 145. bound in red. 

19. Walker's Complete Gazetteer, and Geo- 
graphical Dictionary of the World, which con- 
tains 2000 places not named in any Gazetteer of 
the fize, with an Atlas of 23 maps, s. bound. 

20. A Geographical and Philoſophical Gram- 
mar, by the ſame author, with a complete Atlas 
and Philoſophical Plates, 8s. bound. Es 


21. Edward Barnard ;' or Merit exalted ; con- 
taining the Hiſtory of the Egerton Family, by 
Mrs. Pilkington, price 2s. bound. 

22. Jone#s Biographical Dictionary, in a neat 
pocket volume; a new and improved edition, 
price 58. in neat, — and in elegant binding 6s. 
23. Johnſon's Lives of the Eng. Poets Abridged: 
with Notes and Illuſtrations by the Editor, De- 

ſigned for the improvement of youth in the know» 
ledge of polite literature, and as an uſeful and 
pleaſing compendium for perſons of riper years; 
£0 which is prefixed, ſome account of the aa Sk 
| | . 


| E. Newbery, and V. ermor & Hood. 


Dr. Johnſon; embelliſhed with five beautiful 
heads, price 3s. 6d. boards, 


24. The Juvenile Olio, or Mental ne, by | 
Dr. Mavor, 12mo, 3s. 6d. bound. 


25. Sheridan and Henderſon's Practical Me- 
thod of reading and e Engliſh Poetry „amo, 


38. 6d. bound. 


26. The Bloſſoms of Morality, intended as a 
companion to the Looking-Glaſs for the Mind, 


with Cuts, defigned and engraved by Bewick, 
38. Gd. bound. 


27. Sheridan and Walker's Pronouncing Dic- 
tionary of the Engliſh Language, 3s. 6d. 


28. The Hiſtory of the Bible, with Cuts, 38. 6d. 


29. The Oriental Moraliſt, or Beauties of the 
Arabian Nights Entertainments, 38. 6d. 


c 30. Rudiments of Reaſon, or the Young Ex- 
perimental Philoſopher, 3 vol. 48. 6d. 


31. Dramatic Dialogues, for the uſe of Yonng 
Perſons, by the Author of the Blind Child, in 
2 vol. 58. 


32. Tales of Inſtruction and Amuſement, writ- 
ten for the uſe of young perſons, by Miſs Mit- 
chell, 2 vol. bound, 6s. 


33. The Infant's Friend, part 1—A Spelling 
Book, by Mrs. Lovechild, price 8d. 


34. The Infant's Friend, part 2, Reading Lef- 
ſons; containing leſſons of lingle words; as trials, 
ſhort ſentences, dialogues :ſuited to children, &c. 
in monoſyllables; and leſſons in longer words: 
The words of more than one ſyllable prefixed to 
the . leſſons, and 2 iS its 55 

the 


— 


Books fold by E. Newbery and Verner & Hood. 
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the found, in der to be acquired previous to at- 


tempting to read that leſſon, by Mrs. Lovechild, 
price 5 

35. The Hiſtory of Young Edwin and Little 
Jefly : together with an account of the Pleaſant 
Walk with Margecy, who lives at the foot of Par- 


naſlus, price 1s. 


36. The Blind Child, as. 
37- The Two Couſins, by the ſame Author, 2s. 
37. Tales for Youth, with Wood Cuts, by 


Bewick, 28. 


38. The Hiſtory of Sandford 1 Merton, 
abridged, 28. 


39. Choice Emblems, for the en of 
Youth, 25. 


40. Anecdotes of Mary, or the Good Gover- 
nels, 28. 


41. The Natural Hiſtory of Fiſhes, and of: 
Reptiles, Inſects, Waters, Karths, Foſſils, Mine- 
rals, and Vegetables ; illuſtrated with Copper- 
plates.— This Volume, with the Hiſtory of Birds 
and Beaſts, form a complete Syſtem of Natural 
Hiſtory for the uſe of Young Perſons, each vo- 


lame 28. 6d. 


42. Tne Natural Hiſtory of Birds, 28. 6d. © 
43. The Natnral Hiſtory of Beaſts, 28. 6d. 


44. The Looking Glaſs for the Mind, with 76. 
Wood Cuts, by Bewick, 3s. 


45. A new Hiſtory of the Grecian states, by! 
the Rev. Mr. Tu is. . 
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